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COMMITTEE ON ETHICS & ELECTIONS
House Bill 453
Sponsor:

Representative Alzo Reddick
Single-member County Commission Districts

Relating to:
Companion:

S 570

Date Final Passage:
Vote:

House:

81-30

Governor Signed:
Chapter Number:

May 31, 1984
Senate:

26-l

June 18, 1984
84-224

Effective Date: January 7, 1985, if HJR 452 is approved by the
electors at the general election in November 1984
Bill Synopsis:
Section l. HB 453 provides for the single-member district
election of county commisioners as an alternative to the present
at-large elections for non-chartered counties.
Provides for the placing of a proposition for single
member elections on the ballot by a formal resolution by the
board or by petition of the electors.
The proposition to be considered by the electors shall
P:Ov ide for election of commissioners in the following manner:
five commissioners to be elected from single-member districts;
or, an increase in the size of the board from five to seven
members with five of the seven members being elected from single
memb�r districts and two of the members being elected at large.
Provides for four year staggered terms of office •
. . Provides for registration as a political committee by
petitioners.
Prohibit the calling of a special election for the sole
purpose of plac�ing the proposit
ion on the ballot.

Sec tio n 2.

Effec t iv e da

te

.

CHAPTER 84-224
House 8111 No. 453
An

act relating to the board of county comm1ss1oners; creating
s. 124.011, F.S., providing alternate procedures whereby the
boards of county commissioners may adopt and submit to the
electors for approval, or electors may pet1t1on to have
placed on the ballot, a proposition calling for single-member
representation within a five member
county
commission
district, or an increase from a five to seven member
commission with five
single-member
and
two
at-large
commissioners; prohibiting the calling of a special election;
providing for a return to the existing system at the county's
option; providing for the effect of the act upon existing
county commissioners; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1.

Section 124.011, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

124.011 Alternate procedures for the election of county commissioners
to provide for single-member representation.-(!) county comm1ss1oners shall be nominated and elected to office in
accordance with the provisions of s. 124.01, or as otherwise provided by
law, unless a proposition calling for single-member representation within
the county comm1ss1on d1str1cts 1s submitted to and approved by a
ma1or1ty of the qual1f1ed electors voting on such proposition in the
manner provided 1n this section. Said proposition shall provide that:
(a) Five
comm1ss1oners
shall reside one each in five county
comm1ss1on districts, together covering the entire county and as nearly
equal 1n population as practicable, and each shall be nominated and
elected only by the qualified electors who reside 1n the same county
commission district; or
(b) The board of county comm1ss1oners shall be increased from five to
seven members with five of the seven members residing one each in five
county commission d1str1cts, together covering the entire county and as
nearly equal 1n population as practicable, each of whom shall be
nominated and elected only by the qualified electors who reside in the
same county commission district and two of the seven comm1ss1oners being
nominated and elected at-large.
(2) All commissioners shall be elected for 4-year terms which shall
be staggered so that, alternately, one more or one less than half of the
commissioners elected from residence areas, and if applicable, one of the
commissioners elected at large from the entire county, are elected every
2 years, provided that any comm.1ss1oner may be elected to an in1t1al term
of less than 4 years 1f necessary to achieve or maintain such system of
staggered terms.
(3) A proposition calling for single-member representation within the
county commission districts of the county shall be submitted to the
electors of the county at any primary, general, or otherwise called
special election, in either of the following manners:
(a) The board of county commissioners may adopt a formal resolution
directing an election to be held to place the proposition on the ballot;
or
(b) The electors of the county may petition to have the pr? po� it1on
placed on the ballot by presenting to the board of county commissioners
petitions signed by not less than 10 percent of the duly qualified
1
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"electors of the county. The number of signatures req,nred shall be
determined by the supervisor of elections according to the number of
register, ed electors in the county as of the date the petitwning electors
register as a political committee pursuant to subsection (3).
The electors petitioning to have the proposition placed on the
ballot shall register as a political committee pursuant to s. 106.03 and
a speclfic person shall be designated therein as chairman of the
committee to act for the committee.
0)

single-member county
(5) Each
petition
form
circulated
for
commissioner representation within the county shall include space for the
printed name, signature and address of the elector and shall include the
wording:

-,------- County, Florida, I
(a) •As a registered elector of
am petitioning for a referendum election to ��
dete1m1ne whether the five
county commissioners of said county shal) be elected from single-member
districts by electors res1d1ng tn each of those districts only.•; or

(b) •As a registered electot of ----- ----- County, Florida,
I am petitioning for a referendum election to �
determine whether the board
of county comrn1ssioners shall be increased from five to seven members
with five of the county �ommissioners of said county being elected from
single-member districts by electors res1ding in each of those districts
only, and the remaining tvo being elected at-large.�
the filing of the pet1t�ons �1th the board of county
commissioners by the chairman of the committee, the board of county
commissioners shall submit the petitions to the supervisor of elections
for signature verification. W1th1n a per�od of not more than 60 days,
the supervisor of elections shall determine whether the petitions contain
the required number of valid signatures.
The supervisor of elections
shall be paid by the committee seeking ver1f1cation the sum of 10 �ents
for each name checked.
(6)

Upon

(7)
If 1t is determined that the petitions have the required
signatures, the supervisor of elections shall certify the petitions to
the board of county commissioners, which shall adopt a resolution
requesting that an Plect1on date be set to conform to the earliest
primary, general, or otherwise called special election that occurs not
less than 30 days after certi flea t ion of the pet 1 t ions.
If 1 t 1 s
determined that the pet1t1ons do not contain the requ1red s1gnatures, the
supervisor of elections shall so
notify
the
board
of
county
commissioners, which shall file the petitions without taking further
action and the matter shall be at an end. No add1t1onal names shall be
added to the petitions and the petitions shall not be used 1n any other
proceeding.

(8) No special election shall be called for the sole purpose
presenting the propos1t1on to the vote of the electors.

(b) In a county where the board of county commissioners is to be
increased' from five to seven members, with two of the seven members to be
elected at large, the wording on the ballot shall be as follows:

-'County,
nshall the board of county comm1ss1oners of
-Florida, be increased from five to seven members, with��
five of��
the seven
members to be elected to office from s1n91e-member districts by electors
residing 1n each of those districts only, with the two remaining members
being elected by all electors within the county at large:
Yes

No

{10) Any county adopting one of the propositions set forth herein may
thereafter return to the procedures otherv1se provided by law by
followin g the same procedures outlined 1n subsection (3).

(11) No county commissioner elected prior to or at the election which
approves any revision as perm1tted herein shall be affected in his or her
term
of office.
The resolution adopted by the board of county
comrn1ss1aners under paragraph (l)(a) or subsection (7) which presents the
propos.ed revision to the electorate for approval shall specify an orderly
method and procedure for implementing the revision contemplated therein.

Section 2, This act shall take effect January 7, 1985, 1f House Joint
Resolution No. 452 1s approved by the electors at the general election to
be held tn November 1984.
Approved by the Governor June 18, 1984.

Filed 1n Office Secretary of State June 18, 1984.

··········································••****••···················
* This public document was promulgated at a base cost of $19.44 per •
*
• page for 1500 copies or $.0130 per s1ngle page for the purpose
*
* of informing the public of Acts passed by the Legislature.

****************••···················································

of

(9){a) In a county vhere the board of county comm1ss1oners 1s
composed of five members, each to bp elected from
single-member
districts, the wording of the proposit1on on the ballot shall be as
follows:
•shall the five members of the board of county conun1ss1oners. of
��-��-. County, Florida, be elected to office from single-member
districts by electors residing in each of those districts only? n
Yes

No
2
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Prefiled
Referred to Personnel, Retirement and Collective
Baraatning, Appropriations
Introduced, referred to Personnel, Retirement and
Collective Bargainin&, Appropriations -SJ 00050
On Committee agenda•• Personnel, R & CB, Temporarily
postponed
Extension of time 1ranted Committee Personnel,
Retirement and Collective Bargaining
Extension of time 1ranted Coan1ttee Personnel,
Retirement and Collective Baraainin&
On Conmittee agenda-• Personnel, R •CB, Temporarily
postponed
on COlll'll1ttee agenda•• Personnel, R •C B, 05/09/84,
9 00 am, Rm C
COlmll Report CS by Personnel, Retirement and
Collective Bargaining -SJ 00253, CS read first time
05/15/84 -SJ 00256
Now in Appropriations -SJ 00253
Withdrawn from Appropriations -SJ 00373: Placed on
Calendar
Died on Calendar, lden./Sim /CompareBill pas•ed, refer
to SB 153 (Ch 84-266)

S 0569 GENERALBILL/CS by Transportation and others (Compare CS/H 0529,
Eng/S 0352)
Bl@hl5·Pf·Kax Acquisition. specifies powers of counties & D O.l' to
acquire property by em1nent domain, provides that when land & property
falls within designated transportation corridor, dept may acquire it
prior to preparation or completion of specific plans, etc Amends
127 01. 337 27
Effective Date 06/24/84
03/20/84 SENATE Prefiled
03/29/84 SENATF Referred to Transportation, Appropri�tions
04/03/84 SENATE Introduced, referred to Transportation, Appropriations
-SJ 00050
04/16/84 SENATE Extension of time aranted Coanittee Transportation
04/25/84 SENATE C011111 Report: CS by Transportation -SJ 00190, CS read
first time 05/01/84 •SJ 00193
04/30/84 SENATE No� in Appropriations •SJ 00190
05/14/84 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Appropriations
05/18/84 SENATE on Committee agenda•• Appropriations. 05/22/84, 2,00
pm. Jlm. A
05/22/84 SENATE Comm Report Favorable, placed on Calendar by
Appropriations ·SJ 00339
05/28/84 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar, CS pasaed as amended,
YEAS 33 NAYS
O -SJ 00474
05/29/84 HOUSE In Messages, Received, placed on Calendar -HJ 00829
05/30/84 HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar: Read aecond time.
Amendments adopted; Read third time; Passed as amended,
YEAS 112 NAYS
l •HJ 00910, Motton to recall from
Senate tatled -HJ 00910
05/30/84 SENATE In Messages
05/31/84 SENATE Refused to concur in amendments totalina 6 ·SJ 00667
06/01/84 SENATE Reconsidered; Amendments to House amendments adopted;
Concurred in House amendments as amended, Requested
House to concur, Refused to concur fn amendments
totaling 4; Requested House to recede, CS passed as
amended, YEAS 33 NAYS
O -SJ 00703
06/01/84 HOUSE In Messaaes, Concurred in amendments totalina 2,
Receded from ams to Rouse amendments: Receded from
amendments totaling 4; Passed as further amended, YEAS
102 NAYS
4 .ffJ 01108
06/01/84
Ordered engrossed, then enrolled -SJ 00975
06/18/84 SENATE Signed by Officers and presented to Governor
Approved by Governor Chapter No 84-319
06/24/84
S 0570 JOIJIIT RESOLlJTION by Stuart and others (Similar Eng/ff 0452, Couipare
Eng/ff 0453, S 0625)
County CQOIUJ66/QQCC5, constitutional amendment to provide that county
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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commissioners shall be elected as provided by law, thereby removlna
constitutional restriction that county commissioners must be elected at
large by electors of county Amends a. 1, Art VIII
03/20/84 SENATE Prefiled
03/29/84 SENATE Referred to Judiciary-Civil. Rules and Calendar
04/03/84 SENATE Introduced, referred to Judiciary-Civil, Rules and
Calendar -SJ 00051
04/13/84 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-Civil
04/27/84 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-Civil
05/11/84 SENATE Extension of time aranted Committee Judiciary-Civil
05/16/84 SENATE On Comnittee agenda-• Judiciary-Civil, 05/18/84, 9 00
am, Rm B
05/18/84 SENATE Comm Report, Favorable by Judiciary-Civil -SJ 00328
05/21/84 SENATE Now in Rules and Calendar -SJ 00328
05/29/84 SENATE Withdrawn from Rules and Calendar -SJ 00524, Placed on
Calendar
05/30/84 SENATE Placed on Special Order calendar
05/31 /84 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar, Iden /Sim House Bill
substituted, Laid on table under Rule,
Iden /Stm./Compare Bill paaaed, refer to HJR 452
(Filed/Sec. or St ) • HB 453 (Ch. 84-224) -SJ 00628
S 0571 GENERAL BILL by Tbur-n (Identical CS/H 0570)
.A9111t1c; Plant1: prohibits certain activities involving aquatic plants
without a permit or exemption by D,N,R : provides dept. with powers to
regulate aquatic plants, including, in part, rulemaking power • power to
seize • destroy certain aquatic plants without compensation, etc Amends
369,25. Effective Date 10/01/84
03/20/B4 SENATE Pretiled
03/29/84 SENATE Referred to Natural Resources and Conservation,
Judiciary-Criminal, Appropriations
04/03/84 SENATE Introduced, referred to Natural Resources and
Conaervation, Judiciary-Criminal, Appropriations
·SJ 00051
04/10/84 SENATE on COfllllittee age.1d&•• Natural Res. • Cons , 04/12/84,
9:30 &Ill, Jlm H
04/12/84 SENATE Coami Report Favorable by Natural Resources and
Conservation, Now in Judiciary-Criminal -SJ 00120
04/215/84 SENATE Extension of time &ranted Committee Judiciary-Criminal
05/04/84 SENATE On Committee agenda-- Judiciary-Criminal, 05/08/84,
2:00 pm, Rm C, Extension of time granted Committee
Judiciary-Criminal
05/08/84 SENATE Comm Report. Favorable by Judiciary-Criminal
-SJ 00244
05/09/84 SENATE Now in Appropriations -SJ 00244
05/17/84 SENATE Withdrawn from Appropriations •SJ 00326, Placed on
Calendar
05/30/84 SENATE Placed on Consent Calendar: Iden./Sim. House Bill
subatituted, Laid on table under Rule,
Iden./Sim /Compare Bill passed, refer to CS/HB 570 (Cb.
84-120) -SJ 00543
S 0572 GENERALBILL by Castor (Similar H 0563)
&c;Jd Rafa. provides legislative intent with respect to control of acid
rain; defines �acid rain*; requires D E,R to develop policy with
respect to acid rain abatement Amends 403.021. 031,.061. Appropriation.
$475,000, Effective Date: 10/01/84.
03/20/84 SENATE Prefiled
03/29/84 SENATE Referred to Natural Resources and Conservation,
Appropriations
04/03/84 SENATE Introduced, referred to Natural Resources and
Conservation, Appropriations -SJ 00051
04/16/84 SENATE Extension of time granted Coamlttee Natural Resources
and Conservation
04/27/84 SENATE Extension of time granted COR1J1ittee Natural Resources
and Conaervation
05/09/84 SENATE Extension of time granted Cormnittee Natural Reso�rces
and Conservation
05/18/84 SENATE Extension of time granted Co1m1tttee Natural Resources
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COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND ELECTIONS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STAFF ANALYSIS

HJR 452
Relating to:
Sponsor:

Single member county commission districts

Rep. Reddick

Companion/Similar:

None

Other Committees of Reference:
I,

None

SUMMARY:

A, Present Situation -- Article VIII, Section l(e) of
the Florida Constitution and Section 124,01, Florida Statutes,
provide that except when otherwise provided by county charter,
the board of county commissioners of each county shall be
composed of five members, �ith one commissioner residing in each
district. The five members of the board of county commissioners
are to be elected by the electors of the entire county.

B, Probable Effect of Proposed Bill -- HJR 452 provides
for a constitutional amendment to be placed on the November 1984
ballot to remove the constitutional requirement that county
commissioners be elected at-large. If approved by the electors,
the amendment would change the constitution to provide that
county commissioners be elected as provided by law.
II, Fiscal Impact: There will be a minimal cost for advertising
the constitutional amendment. Costs for advertising all
constitutional amendments are estimated and anticipated in the
Department of State's budget in election years. There will be no
fiscal impact for the amendment itself if approved by the voters,
Ill.

Previous Legislation:

None

IV. Comments: Under the present constitution and laws, counties
are without authority to provide for a single-member district
system or other alternative to the current at-large system.
Recently several lawsuits have been filed against Florida
counties concerning at-large elections for county commissioners
and school board members. These cases allege that vote dilution
results fr om at-large elections.

Escambia County is currently the only non-charter county
which elects its county commissioners by single-member districts.

This action is a result of a federal court case filed in 1977
which determined that Florida's requirement which mandates at

large county comrnission elections is unconstitutional.

The 1982 extension of the Voting Rights Act removes the
requirement that a complainant prove an intent to discriminate.
The amendment allows judges to consider the totality of the
circumstances surrounding a discrimination suit which vill make
it easier for a complainant to prove a case for single-member
districts.
V. Amendments, Allows the board of county commissioners to be
composed of either five or seven members.
VI.

Staff Director's review:

VII.

Analysis prepared by:

April 13, 1984

Jim Cordero
Sarah Jane Bradsha�

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND ELECTIONS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STAFF ANALYSIS

HB

453

Relating to:
Sponsor:

Single-member county commission districts

Rep. Reddick

Companion/Similar:

None

Other Committees of Reference:
!,

None

SUMMARY:

A, Present Situation -- Article VIII, Section l(e) of
the Florida Constitution and Section 124,01, Florida Statutes,
provide that except when otherwise provided by county charter,
the board of county commissioners of each county shall be
composed of five members, with one commissioner residing in
each district. The five members of the board of county
commissioners are to be elected by the electors of the entire

county.

B.

Probable Effect of Proposed Bill --

HB 453 provides

for the single-member district election of county commissioners
as an alternative to the present at-large elections. Five
commissioners, one residing in each of five districts would be
elected by only the electors residing in the same district.
In order to provide for single-member elections, a

proposition would be placed on the ballot and approved by the
electors, The proposition could be placed on the ballot by the

board of county commissioners by adoption of a formal

resolution or by petition of 10% of the electors of the county,

HB 453 would take effect in January 1985 if HJR 452 is
approved by the electors in November 1984.
II. Fiscal Impact: There will be a cost for placing the
proposition on the ballot: however this cost would be minimal
since a special election could not be called for the sole
purpose of placing this proposition on the ballot.
111.

Previous Legislation:

None

IV. Comments: At the present time counties in Florida have no
alternative to the at-large election of county commissioners.

Recently several lawsuits have been filed against
Florida counties concerning at-large elections of both county

commissioners and school board members.

These cases allege

that vote dilution results from at-large elections,

This bill, upon approval of HJR 452 would allow those
counties wishing to do so, to provide for single-member
election of county commissioners.
v.

Amendment:

Provides that in addition to single-member

representation for five member county commission districts, the

counties, at their optic� may, with the approval of the
electors, provide for a �ommission with three single member and
two at-large members or increase the board of county
commissioners to seven members with five single member and two
at-large. The amendment does not have an immediate fiscal
impact. An additional cost will occur only if the electors in
a county vote to increase the board of county commissioners to
seven members.
VI.

Staff Director's review:

VII.

Analysis prepared by:

April 13, 1984

Jim Cordero

:)J
Sarah Jane Bradshaw

, 146-10-1-4

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

HJR452, Second Engrossed

/3

..eoo,�er/1L.

House Joint Resolution No.452

1.2

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to
Section 1 of Article VIII of the State
Constitution relating to counties.

1.4

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida,
That the amendment to Section 1 of Article VIII of the
State Constitution set forth below is agreed to and shall be

10

submitted to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection

11

at the general election to be held in November 1984:

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28
29

30
31

1,tp

SECTION l.
(&)

l:rec
1,t
1. 6
1. 7

Counties.--

POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.

The state shall be

1.9

divided by law into political subdivisions called counties.

1.10

Counties may be created, abolished or changed by law, with

1.11

provision for payment or apportionment of the public debt.

1.12

(b)

COUNTY FUNDS.

The care, custody and method of

disbursing county funds shall be provided by general law.
(c)

GOVERNMENT.

Pursuant to general or special law, a

1,t
1.14
1,t

county government may be established by charter which shall be

1.16

adopted, amended or repealed only upoh vote of the electors of

1.17

the county in a special election called for that purpose.

1.18

(d)

COUNTY OFFICERS.

There shall be elected by the

l,t

electors of each county, for terms of four years, a sheriff. a

1.20

tax collector, a property appraiser, a supervisor of

1.21

elections, and a clerk of the circuit court; except, when

1.22

provided by county charter or special law approved by vote of
the electors of the county, any county officer may be chosen
in another manner therein specified, or any county office may

1.23

be abolished when all the duties of the office prescribed by
general law are transferred to another office.

When not

l
COOING: Wo,d, '" .--1, � trP o,e d•let1ons. fro"' ••11tt119 low, word, und•rh11!!lore odd,ho"'·

1.24
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146-10-1-4

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31

otherwiae provided by county charter or special law approved
by vote of the electors, the clerk of the circuit court shall
be ex officio clerk of the board of county commissioners,

.25

auditor, recorder and custodian of all county funds.
(e)

COMMISSIONERS.

Except when otherwise provided by

.26

county charter, the governing body of each county shall be a

.27

board of county commissioners composed of five or seven

.2B

members serving staggered terms of four years.

.30

After each

decennial census the board of county commissioners shall
divide the county into districts of contiguous territory as
nearly equal in population as practicable.

One commissioner

. 31
.33

residing in each district shall be elected as provided by law

.34

�y �fte elee�ere ef �he ee�ftty.

.35

(f)

NON-CHARTER GOVERNMENT.

Counties not operating

,t

under county charters shall have such power of self-government

.37

The board of county

.39

as is provided by general or special law.

commissioners of a county not operating under a charter may

.40

enact, in a manner prescribed by general law, county
ordinances not inconsistent with general or special law, but

.41

an ordinance in conflict with a municipal ordinance shall not

.42

be effective within the municipality to the extent of such

.43

conflict.
(g)

CHARTER GOVERNMENT.

Counties operating under

.45

county charters shall have all powers of local self-government
not inconsistent with general law, or with special law
approved by vote of the electors.

The governing body of a

.47

county operating under a charter may enact county ordinances
not inconsistent with general law.

The charter shall provide

which shall prevail in the event of conflict between county
and municipal ordinances.

2

.48
.49

146-10-1-4
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
27

28
29

(h)

HJR452, Second Engrossed
TAXES; LIMITATION.

Property situate within

municipalities shall not be subject to taxation for services

1.51

rendered by the county exclusively for the benefit of the

1.52

property or residents in unincorporated areas.

1. 53

(i)

COUNTY ORDINANCES.

Each county ordinance shall be

l:t

filed with the secretary of state and shall become effective

1. 55

at ouch time thereafter •• i• provided by general law.

1.56

(j)

VIOLATION OF ORDINANCES.

Persons violating county

ordinances shall be prosecuted and punished as provided by

l:t
1. 58

law.
(k)

COUNTY SEAT.

In every county there shall be a

l:t

county seat at which shall be located the principal offices

1.60

and permanent records of all county officers.

1.62

The county seat

may not be moved except as provided by general law.

Branch

1. 63

offices for the conduct of county business may be established
elsewhere in the county by resolution of the governing body of

1. 64

the county in the manner prescribed by law.

1. 66

No instrument

shall be deemed recorded in the county until filed at the
county seat according to law.

1. 67

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with the
requirements of section 101.161, Florida Statutes, the title

l:t
1. 68

and substance of the amendment proposed herein shall appear on
the ballot a• followe:

1.69

ELECTION OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Provides that county commissioners shall be elected as
provided by law, thereby removing the constitutional

1:ct

l:t
1.72

restriction that county commissioners must be elected at large
by the electors of the county, and allows the board of county

1. 73

commissioners to be composed of either five or seven members.

1. 74

30
31

l:t

3

See HJR 452
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Gt�MDEAIJ

1

Senate Joint Reoolution No.

2

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to

3

Section 1 of Article VIII of the State

4

Constitution relating to counties.

5
6

B� It Resolved by the Legi•l&ture of the State

of

Florida:

7
B
9

That the amendment to Section 1 of Article VIII of the
State Constitution set forth below i• agreed to and shall be

10

submitted to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection

11

at the general election to be held in November 19B4:

12

SECTION 1.

13

(&)

Counties.--

POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.

The state shall be

14

divided by law into political subdivisions called counties.

15

Counties may be created, abolished or changed by law, with

16

17
1B
19

provision for payment or apportionment of the public debt.

(b)

COUNTY FUNDS.

The care, custody and method of

disbursing county fund• •hall be provided by general law.
(c)

GOVERNMENT.

Pursuant to general or special law, a

20

county government may be established by charter which shall be

21

adopted, amended or repealed only upon vote of the electors of

·22

the county in a special election called for that purpose.

23

(d)

COUNTY OFFICERS.

There shall be elected by the

24

electors of each county, for terms of four years, a sheriff, a

25

tax collector, a property appraiser, a supervisor of

26

elections, and a clerk of the circuit court; except, .when

27

provided by county charter or special law approved by vote of

28

the electors of the county, any county officer may be chosen

29

in another manner therein specified, or any county office may

30

be abolished when all the dutie• of the office prescribed by

31

general law are transferred to another office.

When not

1
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1

otherwise provided by county charter or special law approved

2

by vote of the electors, the clerk of the circuit court shall

3

be ex officio clerk of the.board of county commissioners,

4

auditor, recorder and custodian of all county funds.

(e)
6

COMMISSIONERS.

Except when otherwise prqvided by

c?unty charter, the governing body of each county shall be a

7

board of county commissioners composed of five members serving

8

staggered terms

9

the board of county commissioners shall divide the county into

10

districts of contiguous territory as nearly equal in

11

population as practicable.

12

district shall be elected as provided by law hy tfte e¼eetePe

14

(f)

One commissioner residing in each

NON-CHARTER GOVERNMENT.

Counties not operating

1s

under county charters shall have such power of self-government

16

as is provided by general or special law.

17

The board of county

commissioners of a county not operating under a charter may

18

enact, in a manner prescribed by general law, county

19

ordinances not inconsistent with general or special law, but

20

an ordinance in conflict with a municipal ordinance shall not

21

be effective within the municipality to the extent of such

22

conflict.

23

(g)

CHARTER GOVERNMENT.

Counties operating under

24

county charters shall have all powers of local self-government

2S

not inconsistent with general law, or with special law

26

approved by vote of the electors.

27

county operating under a charter may enact county or�inances

28

not inconsistent with general law.

The governing body of a
The charter shall provide

29

which ahall prevail in the event of conflict between county

30

and municipal ordinances.

31

2
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TAXES; LIMITATION.

Property situate within

municipalities shall not be subject to taxation for services

3

rendered by the county exclusively for the benefit of the

4

property or residents in unincorporated areas.

(i)

5
6
7

10

11

Each county ordinanc� shall be

f.iled with the secretary of state and shall become effective

at such time thereafter as is provided by general law.
(j)

8
9

COUNTY ORDINANCES.

VIOLATION OF ORDINANCES.

Persons violating county

ordinances shall be prosecuted and punished as provided by

law.
(k)

COUNTY SEAT.

In every county there ehall be a

12

county seat at which shall be located the principal offices

13

and permanent records of all county officers.

14

may not be moved except as provided by general law.

15

offices for the conduct of county business may be established

16

elsewhere in the county by resolution of the governing body of

17

the county in the manner prescribed by law.

18

shall be deemed recorded in the county until filed at the

19

county seat according to law.

20

The county seat
Branch

No instrument

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with the

21

requirements of section 101.161, Florida Statutes, the title

22

and substance of the amendment proposed herein shall appear on

23

the ballot as follows:

24
25

ELECTION OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Provides that county commissioners shall be elected as

26

provided by law, thereby removing the constitutional·

27

restriction that county commissioners muet be elected at large

28

by the electors of the county.

29
30

31
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SUBJECT:
County Commissioners

I,

REFERENCE
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2, �
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ACTION

Fav/3 amend.

BILL NO, AND SPONSOR:

SB 625 by
Senators Stuart and Girardeau

SUMMARY:

A.

Present Situation:

Article VIII, Section 1 of Florida's constitution provides
that, except when otherwise provided by county charter, the
governing body of each county shall be a board of county
commissioners composed of five members serving staggered terms
of four years. Also, it requires that after each decennial
census, the board of county comrniss1oners shall divide the
county into districts of contiguous territory as nearly equal
in population as practicable and that one commiss1oner residing
in each district shall be elected by the electors of the
county.
Section 124.01, Florida Statutes, requires that there be five
county commissioners' districts in each county and tracks the
constitutional language that there be one county commissioner
for each district, who is elected by the qualified electors of
the county, which currently results in at-large elections.

B.

Effect of Proposed Changes:
The bill adds a new section to Chapter 24 providing for
alternative procedures for the election of county commissioners
to provide for single member representation. County
commissioners shall be nominated and elected to office as
provided ins. 124,01 unless a proposition calling for single
member representation within the county commission districts is
approved by a majority of the electors voting on the
proposition, The proposition shall provide that five
commissioners, one residing in each of five county commission
districts, shall be elected only by the electors who reside in
the same district. The commissioners shall be elected to
staggered four-year terms.
In order to provide for single-member representation a
proposition calling for such change shall be submitted to the
electors of the county at any scheduled election. The
proposition could be placed on the ballot by adoption of a
formal resolution (by the board of county commissioners)
directing an election to be held to place the proposition on
the ballot or by petition of the electors of the county to have
the proposition placed on the ballot by presenting to the board
of county commissioners petitions signed by at least ten
percent of the electors of the county.
The bill also provides a form to be used for the petition and
procedures to be followed by the electors petitioning to have
the proposition placed on the ballot.
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II.

May 18. 1984
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ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:
A,
e.

Public:
None.

Government:

The cost would be limited to expenses incurred by the

Department of State to advertise the related constitutional
amendment.

I 11 ,

COMMENTS :
The bill, upon approval of the related constitutional amendment

(SJR 570) would allow counties wishing to do so, to provide for

single-member election of county commissioners. Presently,
noncharter counties are without authority to provide for a single
member district system or other alternative to the existing at

large system,

The bill would take effect January 7, 1985 if the related
constitutional amendment (SJR 570) is approved by the electors in
November 1984,
A similar bill, HB 453, passed out of the House Ethics and

Elections Committee and has been placed on the House Calendar.
IV,

AMENDMENTS:

#1 by Judiciary-civil:
Provides that the petition form circulated for single-member county
commissioner representation within the county shall include space
for the printed name, signature, and street address of one elector
and shall include certain specified wording.

t2 by Judiciary-Civil:
The supervisor of elections shall certify the petitions to the
county commissioners and the commissioners shall adopt a resolution
requesting that an election date be set to conform to the earliest
election that occurs not less than 60 days after certification of
the petitions,
#3 by Judiciary-Civil:
Technical amendment changing the word "district• to •county,"

SB 625
HB

SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
No.
l
(reported favorably)

The Committee on ..• Judiciary-Civil .... recommended the following

1

amendment which was moved by Senator .•••••.•••••.•• and adopted:
and failed:
Amendment

2
3

4

On page 3 ......... , lines B and 9, strike

all of said lines

5
6
7
8
9

If amendment is text from another bill insert:

Draft No.

10

Bill No.

11

and insert:

12

include space for the printed name, signature, and street

13

address of one elector and shall include the wording:

With Changes?

No

Yes

14

15
16

17

18

19

20
21

22
23

24

25

26

27

28
29

30

31
1

84s0625/jci01
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taken up by committee: 5-18-84 Adopted K •
* Offered by,Senator Jenne
Failed_ *
*******************************************************************
Adopted __ Failed
Date_!_!_
(Amendment No.

SB 625
HB

SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
No.
2
(reported favorably)

The Committee on .•• Judiciary-Civil •.•. recommended the following
1

amendment which was moved by Senator ••.•••..••••••• and adopted:
and failed:
Amendment

2
3

4

on page 3 ••••••••• , line 29 ........ , strike

the number •30•

5
6
7
8
9

If amendment is text from another bill insert:

10

Bill No.

11

and insert:

12

60

Draft No.

With Changes?

No
Yes

13
14

15
16
17

18

19

20

21
22
23

24

25
26

27
28

29
30

31
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SB 625
HB

SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
No.
3
(reported favorably)

The Committee on ••• Judiciary-Civil •.•• recommended the following
1

amendment which was moved by Senator .••••.•.••••.••and adopted:
and failed:
Amendment

2

3
4

On page 4 .••...... , line 19 ........ , strike
the word "district"

5
6
7
8

9

If amendment is text from another bill insert:

No.

10

Bill

11

and insert:

12

county

13

Draft No.

With Changes?

No

Yes

14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21
22
23
24

25
26
27

28
29
30
31
84s0625/jci03
*******************************************************************
• Amendment No. __1,
taken up by committee: 5-18-84 Adopted X •
*
* Offered by Senator Jenne
Failed
*******************************************************************
(Amendment No.
Adopted __ Failed
Date_/_/_
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SUBJECT:

l. JC!
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Fav

ACTION

BILL NO. AND SPONSOR:

County Commissioners

I.

REFERENCE

SJR 570 by
Senators Stuart and Girardeau

SUMMARY:

A.

Present Situation:
Article VIII, Section 1 of Florida's constitution provides
that, except when otherwise provided by county charter, the
governing body of each county shall be a board of county
commissioners composed of five members serving staggered terms
of four years. Also, it requires that after each decennial
census, the board of county commissioners shall divide the
county into districts of contiguous territory as nearly equal
in population as practicable and that one commissioner residing
in each district shall be elected by the electors of the
county.
Section 124.01, Florida Statutes, requires that there be five
county commissioners' districts in each county and tracks the
constitutional language that there be one county commissioner
for each district, who is elected by the qualified electors of
the county, which currently results in at-large elections.

B.

Effect of Proposed Changes:
This resolution pro�ides for a constitutional amendment to be
submitted to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection
at the general election to be held in November 1984. The
amendment will remove the constitutional requirement that the
commissioners be elected by the electors of the county. The
proposed amendment, if approved, would amend the constitution
to provide that county commissioners be elected as provided by
law.

II.

ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:
A.

Public:
None.

B.

Government:
The cost would be limited to expenses incurred by the
Department of State to advertise the constitutional amendment.

III.

COMMENTS:

Noncharter counties are without authority to provide for a single
member district system or other alternative to the existing at
large system.
A similar resolution, HJR 452 passed out of the House Ethics and
Elections Committee and has been placed on the House Calendar.

BILL NO. SJR 570

-;· R!!J('I SEO:

DATE:

IV.

May 18, 1984

AMENDMENTS:
None.
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A bill to be entitled

l

See HB 453
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2

An act relating to the board of county

3

commissioners; creating s. 124.011, F.S.,

4

s

providing alternate procedures whereby� in
counties having five commission districts, the

6

boards of county commissioners may adopt and

7

submit to the electors for approval, or

8

electors may petition to have placed on the

9

ballot, a proposition calling for single-member

10

representation within the county commission

11

districts; prohibiting the calling of a special

12

election; providing for a return to the

13

existing system at the county's option;

15

existing county commissioners; providing an

14
16
17

18
19
20
21
22

providing for the effect of the act upon

effective date,
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1.

Section 124.011, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:
124.011

Alternate procedures for the election of

23

county commissioners to provide for single-member

24

representation.--

25

(1)

26
27

County commissioners shall be nominated and

elected to office in accordance with the provisions-of s.
124.01, or as otherwise provided by law, unless a proposition

28

calling for single-member representation within the county

29

commission districts is submitted to and approved by a

30
31

majority of the qualified electors voting on such proposition
1
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l

in the manner provided in this section.

2

shall provide that:

3

(a)

Said proposition

Five commissioners shall reside one each in five

4

county commission districts, together covering the entire

5

county and as nearly equal in population as practicable, and

7

electors who reside in the same county commission district.

6

8

9

each shall be nominated and elected only by the qualified
(b)

All commissioners shall be elected for 4-year

terms which shall be staggered so that, alternately, one more

10

or one less than half of the commissioners elected from

U

residence areas are elected every 2 years, provided that any

12

commissioner may be elected to an initial term of lees than 4

13

years if necessary to achieve or maintain such system of

14
15

A

staggered terms.
(2)

A proposition calling for single-member

16

representation within the county commission districts of the

17

county shall be submitted to the electors of the county at any

18

primary, general, or otherwise called special election, in

19

either of the following manners:

20

(a)

The board of county commissioners may adopt a

21

formal resolution directing an election to be held to place

22

the proposition on the ballot; or

23

24
25

26
27

28
29
30
3ll

(b)

The electors of the county may petition to have

the proposition placed on the ballot by presenting to the

board of county commissioners petitions signed by not less

than 10 percent of the duly qualified electors of tlte county.

The number of signatures required shall be determined by the

supervisor of elections according to the number of registered
electors in the county as of the date the petitioning electors
register as a political committee pursuant to subsection (3).
2
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(3)

See HB 453
The electors petitioning to have the proposition

2

placed on the ballot shall register as a political committee

3

pursuant to s. 106.03 and a opecific_person shall be

4

designated therein as chairman of the committee to act for the

S

committee.

6

(4)

Each petition form circulated for single-member

7

county commissioner representation within the county shall

8

include space for the signature and address of the elector and

9

shall include the wording:

10

"As a registered elector of _________ County,

11

tlorida, I am petitioning for a referendum election to

12

determine whether the five county commissioners of said county

13

ehall be elected from eingle-member districts by electors

14

residing in each of those districts only."

15

(5)

Upon the filing of the petitions with the board of

16

county commissioners by the chairman of the committee, the

17

board of county commissioners shall submit the petitions to

18

the supervisor of elections for signature verification.

19

Within a period of not more than 30 days, the supervisor of

20

elections shall determine whether the petitions contain the

21

required number of valid signatures.

22

election• shall be paid by the committee oeeking verification

23

the sum of 10 cent• for each name checked.

24

(6)

The supervisor of

If it is determined that the petitions have the

2S

required signatures, the supervisor of elections shall certify

26

the petitions to the board of county commissioners,:-Which

27

shall adopt a resolution requesting that an election date be

28

set to conform to the earliest primary, general, or otherwise

29

called special election that occurs not less than 30 day•

30

after certification of the petitions.

31

that the petitions do not contain the required signature•, the
3

If it is determined

14-944-84
l
2

See HB 453

supervisor of elections shall so notify the board of county
commissioners, which shall file the petitions without taking

3

further action and the matter ■hall be at an end.

4

additional names shall be added to the petitions and the

S

petitions shall not be used in any other proceeding.

6

7

8
9

10
11
12
13

(7)

No

No special election shall be called for the sole

purpose of presenting the proposition to the vote of the

electors.

(8)

In a county whera the board of county

commissioners ia composed of five members, each to be elected
from single-member districts, the wording of the proposition
on ths ballot ahall be a■ follow■:
"Shall the five members of the board of county

14

commissioners of _____ County, Florida, be elected to

15

office from single-member districts by electors residing in

16

each of thoae districts only?"

17

Yea
No

18
19

(9)

Any district adopting,the proposition aet forth

20

herein may thereafter return to the procedures otherwise

21

provided by law by following the same procedures outlined in

22

subsection (2).

23

24

25
26

27
28
29
30
31

(10)

No county commissioner elected prior to or at the

election which approves any revision as permitted herein shall
be affected in his or her term of office.

The resolution

adopted by the board of county commissioners under paragraph
(2){a) or subsection (6) which presents the proposed revision

to the electorate for approval shall specify an orderly method
and procedure for implementing the revision contemplated
therein.
4
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Section 2.

Thie act shall take effect January 7,
1985,
if --- Joint Resolution No.
is approved by the

electors at the general election to
be held in November 1984.
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BOUSE SUMMARY

3

Provides alternate procedures whereby, in counties having

4

petition, a proposition may be placed before the electors

s
6
7
8

9
1D
11
12

five commission districts, pursuant to resolution or

of a county calling for single-member representation

within the county cornmisa1on districts.

Such proposition

would provide that each of the commissioners would reside
in, and be nominated and elected only by the qualified
�electors who reside in, one of the five commission

districts. Provides for staggering of 4-year terms.
Specifies petition procedure and form. Provides for
reversion to representation at large.

Prohibits the calling of a special election for the sole
purpose of presenting such a proposition before the
electors.
Provides that no county commissioner elected prior to or
at the election which approves such a proposition shall
be affected in his or her term of office.
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fraudulent creation of admieaion tickets and tokens; providing a
penalty; amending s. 817 .68 (2), Florida Statutes, and adding sub
section (7) thereto, redefining the term ''credit card" and defining
the term "counterfeit credit card" for the purposes of the State
Credit Card Crime Act; amending •· 817 .60 (6) (a) and (b\ Florida
Statute■, prohibiting peraons from falaely altering a purported credit
card; providing that J>Oll8"88ion of one or more Items defin ed aa
••count.erreit credit cards" is prima facie evidence of int.ent to fraudu
lently use or counterfeit a credit card; providing a penalty; provid•
Ing an exception; amending ea. 817.60 (1), (2), (3), (4), and (7), 817.61,
817 .62 (2), 817.64, and 817 .645, Florida Statute■, increaaing to a
third degree felony the penalty for certain crimes relating to credit
cards; creating •· 817.646, Florida Statutes, providing that it is
unlawful for certain persona to make credit card account Hats or
portion■ thereof available to third parties; providing exceptiona;
providing a penalty;
Rep. Shelley moved the adoption of the amendment, which waa
a dopted without objection. Under Rule 8.19, the bill waa referred to
the Engn,esing Clerk.
RB 1223-A bill to be entitled An act relating to the judiciary;
amending BB, 26.031 and 34.022, F.S., to provide for additional
judges in specified circuit and county conrts, and providing for their
election to office; providing an effective date.
-waa read the second time by title and, under Rule 8.19, referred
to the Engrooslng Clerk.
Consideration ofSB 756 waa temporarily deferred.
BJR 452-A joint resolution propoaing an amendment to Sec
tion 1 of Article VIII of the State Constitution relating to countiee.
-waa read the second time.
The Committee on Ethics & Elections offered the following
amendment:
Amendment 1--0n page 2, line 7, after live ibBert: or uven
Rep. Reddick moved the adoption of the amendment, which waa
adopted.
The Committee on Ethics & Elections offered the following
amendment:
Amendment 2-0n page 3, line 28, after "countyH inlert: and
allow• the board of county commieaionera to be co� of either
five or aeven members
Rep. Reddick moved the adoption of the amendment, which waa
adopted. Under Rule 8.19, the joint resolution waa referred to the
EngroBBing Clerk.
�

or

RB 453--A bill to be entitled An act relating to the board
county commil!IBionen; creating •· 124.011, F.S., providing alter
nate procedures whereby, in countie■ having five commission dis
tricts, the boards of county commiuionen may adopt and aubmit to
the electors for approval, or electors may petition to have placed on
the ballot, a propoeition calling for single-member repreeentation
within the county commi11ion diatricts; prohibiting the calling ofa
special election; providing for a return to the existing system at the
county'• option; providing for the effect of the act upon existing
county commiulonera; providing an effective date.
-waa read the aecond time by title.
The Committee on Ethics & Elections offered the following
amendment:
Amendment 1--0n page 1, line 20, strike everything after the
enacting clau.oe and insert: Section 1. Section 124.011, Florida Stat
utes, is created to read:
124.011 Alternate procedures for the election of count y com
miBSionera to provide for Bingle--member repreeentation.-
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(1) County commiBBioners shall be nominated and elected
to
office in accordance with the provisions of•· 124.01, or as otherwi.e
provided by law, unleea a proposition calling for aingle .membe,
representation within the county commiBBion districts ia submi
tted
to and approved by a majority of the qualified electors votill( ..,
auch proposition in the manner provided in this section. Said pn,po.
lrition shall provide that:
(al Five commiBBioners shall reoide one each in live oOUnty ....,_
miBBion districts, together covering the entire county and aa DMrlJ
equal in population aa practicable, and each shall be nominat.c1
and elected only by the qualified electors who reside in the county commission district; or
(b) Three of the live commiBBioners shall reside one each la
three county commiBsion districts, together covering the entue oounty
and as nearly equal in population as practicable, each of wbo,a
■hall be nominated and elected only by the qualified electore who
reside in the Banle county commiBSion diBtrict and two of the 11,.
commieeioners shall be nominated and elected at-large; or
(c) The board of county commiBBionera shall be increued frwa
five to seven members with five of the aeven members re■iding one
each in five county commiABion diatricta, together covering tbe
entire county and as nearly equal in population as practicable, Nd,
of whom shall be nominated and elected only by the qualifiecl
electon who reside in the same county commiBSion diatrict and two
of the ■even commissioners being nominated and elected at-larp.
(2) , All commiBBionen shall be elected for 4-year terms which
shall be staggered 10 that, alternately, one more or one IOBS thu
half the commiaaionen elected from residence areaa, and if appllcable, one ofthe commiBBionen elect4:d at large from the entire
county, are e lected
every 2 yeara, prov1ded that any commilsi.,_
may be elected to an initial term ofleu than 4 yeara if neceuary to
achieve or maintain &Ueh system of otaggered term■.

or

:�

,,i

: :{
·
'.�

(3) A propooition calling for lringle-membe1 1ep1-ntation withlD
the county commiaaion districts of the county ahall be aubmltted to
the electors of the county at any primary, general, or athenrill
called special election, in either of the following manners:
(a) The board of county commisaionera may adopt a formal )ution directing an election to be held to place the propotition •
the ballot; or

or

(b) The electors the county may petition to have the prapo,,1tion placed on the ballot by preeenting to the board
count,
CODJlllUlaionera petitiona oigned by not lees than 10 percent ,ii the
duly qualified electors of the county. The number
lripa
nquired shall be determined by the aupervisor of electiODI ....,.
Ing to the number of regiatered electon in the county aa the clale
the petitioning electon regiater as a political com.mi- punuu&
to auboection (3).

or

or

,

or

(4) The electors petitioning to have the propooition placed on the
ballot •hall register as a political committee pW'81lant to•· 106.03
and a opecific person shall be deoignated therein aa chalnnan altbo
commi- to act for the committee.
(5) Each petition form circulated for single-member county _.
miBSioner repreoentation within the county shall include apace fir
the signature and addreaa cl the elect« and ahall include the wmlinl=
(a) "As a registered elector of _____ Coun ty, Flori·
da, I am petitioning for a referendum election todetermine wbetltlr
the five county commi1Sionera of said county shall be elected �
Bingle-member districts by electors residing in each
th.- dio
tricta only."; or

or

(b) "As a registered elector of ______ County, Florida, I am petitioning for a referendum election to determine wbelher
three of the five county commiBBionen of said county aball 1,1
elected from single-member districts by electors residing in -11 r,I
th- districts only, with the two remaining commi,lrionen belal
elected at-large."; or

.,'
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(cl As a registered elector or ______ County, Florida, I
am petitioning for a referendum election to determine whether the
board of county commissioners shall be increased from five to seven
five of the county commissioners of said county
111emben with
1,eing elected from single-member districts by electors residing in
each of th""" clistricte only, and the remairung two being elected
at,.large.''
(6) Upon the filing of the petitions with the board of county
commissioners by the chairman or the committee, the board or
count)' commissioners shalt submit the petitions to the supervisor
ol elections for signature verification. Within a period or not more
than 30 days, the supervisor or elections shall determine whether
the petitions contain the required number or valid signatures. The
oupervisor or elections shall be paid by the committee seeking veri
fication the sum or 10 cents for each name checked.

(11) No county commissioner elected prior to or at the election
which approves any revision as permitted herein shall be affected
in bis or her term or office. The resolution adopted by the board or
county commi88ioners under paragraph (3) (a) or subeection (7) which
presents the propoeed revision to the electorate for approval shall
specify an orderly method and procedure for implementing the
revision contemplated therein.

(7) Ir it is determined that the petitions have the required sig
uturee. the supervisor or electiona shall certify the petitions to the
board ol county commiaoionera, which shall adopt a resolution n,.
questing that an election date be eel. to conform to the earliest
primarY, general, or otherwise called special election that occun
not 1- than 30 days after certification or the petitions. Ir it is
determined that the petitions do not contain the required signa
lun!A, the supervisor or elections shall ao notify the hoard or county
commisaionen, which shall file the petitions without taking fur
ther action and the matter shall be at an end. No additional namea
lhall be added to the petitiona and the petitiona shall not be used in
any other proceeding.

Sulmltute Amendment I-Strike everything after the enact
ing clauae and inaert: Section 1. Section 124.011, Florida Statutes,
ia created t.o read;

(8) No special election shall be called for the aole purpose rA
iw-i,ting the propoeition to the vote or the electon,.
(9) (a) In a county where the hoard or county commi88ionen, is
composed or five memhen,, each to be elected from single-member
districts, the wording or the proposition on the ballot shall be all
fi>llows:

"Shall the five memhen, of the board or county commi88ionen or
______ County, Florida, be elected to office from single
member diatricte by electors residing in each or those distncte
onlJT'
_Yee
__ No
(b) In a county where the board or county commi88ionera is
composed or five members, two of whom are to be elected at-large,
the wording or the propoeition on the ballot shall be as follows:
"Shall three or the five memben or the board or county commialionen, or ______ County, Florida, be elected to office
l'rom single-member diatricte by electors residing in each or those
districts only, with the two remairung members being elected by all
elocton within the county at-large."
-- Yee
__ No
(c) In a county where the board or county commieeionen is to be
increased ii-om five to seven members, with two of the seven mem
bera to be elected at large, the wording on the ballot shall be as
follow.:
"Shall the board or county commi88ionero or ______
County, Florida, be increased from five to seven members, with five
of the seven members to be elected to office from single-member
dletricte by elect.on residing in each or those districts only, with the
two remaining members being elected by all elect.on within the
c:ounty at-large.
-Yea
-No
(10) Any district adopting o ne or the propoeitions eet forth herein
�y th er�after return to the procedures otherwise provtded by law
u, following the aame procedures outlined in subsection (3).

Section 2. Thia act shall take effect January 7, 1985, if House
Joint Reoolution No. 452 is approved by the electors at the general
election to be held in November 1984.
Rep. Silver moved the adoption of the amendment. Pending con
sideration thereof, further conBideration of HB 453 was temporarily
deferred. Subaequently, Representativee McEwan, Selph, and Locke
oft'ered the following substitute amendment:

124.011 Alternate procedures for the election or county com
mi88ionen, to provide for single-member representation.(1) County commiBoionen shall be nominated and elected to
office in accordance with the provisions of s. 124.01, or as otherwiae
provided by law, unl088 a propoeition calling for single-member
representation within the county commission districts is submitted
to and approved by a majority or the qualified electors voting on
such propoeition in the manner provided in this section. Said propo
sition shall provide that:

(a) Qt+ Three of the five commiBBionera shall reside one each in
three county commi88ion districte, together covering the entire county
and all nearly equal in population as practicable, each of whom
shell be nominated and elected only by the qualified electors who
reside in the same county commission district and two of the five
commissioners shall be nominated and elected at.large; or
(b) The board of county commissioners shall be increased from
five to seven members with five of the seven members J"ef!ltd1ng one
each in five county commiBBion districts, together covering the
entire county and as nearly equal in population as practicable, each
or whom shall be nominated and elected only by the qualified
electors who reside in the same county commission district and two
of the seven commiesioners being nominated and elected at-large.
(2) All commi88ionen shall be elected for 4-year tenna which
shall be staggered ao that, alternately, one more or one le88 than
half of the commissioners elected from residence area&, and if appli•
cable, one of the commissioners elected at large from the entire
county, are elected every 2 years, provided that any commi88ioner
may be elected to an initial term of leBB than 4 years if necessary to
achieve or maintain such system of staggered terms.

(3) A propo8ition calling for single-member/at-large representa
tion within the county commi88ion diatrtcta of the county shall be
submitted to the electors of the county at any pnmary, general, or
otherwise called special election, in either or the following manners:
(a) The board of county commi88ionen may adopt a formal reso
lution directing an election to be held to place the proposition on
the ballot; or
(b) The electors or the county may petition to have the propoei
tion placed on the ballot by presenting to the board of county
commiBBionere petitions signed by not le88 than 10 percent of the
duly qualified electors or the county. The number of signatures
required shall be determined by the superviaor or elections accord
ing to the number of registered electors in the county all of the date
the petitioning electors register as a political committee pur9Uant
to oubeection (3).
(4) The electors petitioning to have the propoeition placed on the
ballot shall register all a political committee pursuant to s. 106.03
and a specific person shall be designated therein ae chairman of the
committee to act for the committee.
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(5) Each petition torm circulated for single-member county com
miMioner reprei::tentation within the county shall include space for
the signature and address m the elector and shall include the wording:
(a) "As a registered elector of ______ County, Florida,
I am petit10mng for a referendum election to determine whether
three of the five county commissioners of Baid county shall be
electAo! from aingle-member district& by electors residing in each of
those d1etricte only, with the two remaining commiBBioners being
elected at-large.''; or
(b) As a regietered elector of ______ County, Florida,
I am petitioning for a referendum election to determine whether
the board of county commiBBionere shall be increased from five to
aeven members with five of the county commiBBioners of said county
being electAo! from single-member diatncta by elector• residing in
each of those district& only, and the remaining two being elected
at.large."
(6) Upon the filing of the petitiona with the board of county
commiBSioners by the chairman of the committee, the board of
county commiBBioners shall submit the petitions to the supervisor
of elections for signature verification. Within a period of not more
than 30 daya, the eupervi- of electiona ahall determine whether
the petition• contain the required number of valid sign&turea. The
lllpe?Viaor of elections shall be paid by the committee seeking veri
fication the eum of 10 cents for each name checked.

(11) No county commiBBioner elected prior to or at the eleet!o,i
which approvea any reviaion 88 permitted herein ohall be afl'at1e4
in hia or her term of office. The resolution adopted by the baud 111
county commiaaionere under paragraph (3) (a) or auboection (7) which
presents the proposed revision to the electorate for approval lhaU
opecify an orderly method and procedure for implemen ting the
revision contemplated therein.

Section 2. Thia act shall take effect January 7, 1985 if Howie
PDeral
Joint Resolution No. 452 is approved by the elector& at
election to be held in November 1984.
Rep. McEwan moved the adoption of the aubstitute amendment.

the

Representative D. L. Jones offered the following amendment to
the substitute amendment:
Amendment 1 to Substltnte Amendment 1-0n page 2, line
22, strike "of the county" and insert: of each district in the county
Rep. Jonea moved the adoption of the amendment to the oubotl.
tute amendment, which faded of adoption.
The question recurred on the adoption of the substitute amend
ment, which failed of adoption. The vote was:
Yea&-48

(7) Hit ia determined that the petitions have the required eig
natUl'eB, the supervisor of elections ahall certify the petitiona to the
board of county commiBBionere, which shall adopt a resolution re
questing that an election date be eet to conform to the earliest
primary, general, or otherwise called apecial election that occure
not leas than 30 days after certification of the petitions. H it ia
determined that the petitiona do not contain the required signa
tures, the supervi- of electiona ahall ao notify the board of county
commlaaionere, which ohall file the petltiona without taking fur.
ther action and the matter ahall be at an end. No additional names
■hall be added to the petitiona and the petitiona shall not be uoed in
any other proceeding.

Bankhead
Brantley
Bronaon
Burnsed
Burrall
Carpenter
C8888
Combee
Cortina
Crady
Crotty
Danaon

(8) No apec:ial election ahall be called for the sole purpose of
preaenting the proposition to the vote of the electors.

Nays-49

(9)

(a) 9,l In a county where the board of county commiaeionera ia
compo,,ed of five members, two of whom are to be electAol at-large,
the wording of the proposition on the ballot ohall be 88 followe:
"Shall three of the five membera of the board of county commiaeionera m ______ County, Florida, be elected to office
from Bingle-member district& by electoro residing in each of those
district& only, with the two remaining membera being electAo! by all
electors within the county at-large."
___ Yee

May22,1..

Armstrong
Arnold
Bailey
llaaa
Bell
Brown,C.
Brown, T.C.
Bnrke
Clark
Clemente
Coogrove
Dantzler
Davia

Drage
Dudley
Eaaley
Evans-Jonea
Gardner
Grant
Grindle
Hanson
Harris
Hill
Hodgea
Hollingoworth

Johnson, R. M.
Jonea, C. F.
Jones, D. L.
Kelly
Lehtinen
Locke
McEwan
Meaeeramith
Mitchell
Nergard
Patchett
Peeples

Ready
Roe
Sample
Selph
Shelley
Simone
Smith
Stewart
Thompson
Watt
Webater
Woodrull'

Deutsch
Dunbar
Figg
Friedman
Gordon
Hargrett
Hawkina, L. R.
Healey
Johnson, B. L.
Lawaon

Logan
Mackenzie
Martinez
Metcalf
Murphy
P&jcic
Presa
Reaves
Reddick
Reynolds
Robinaon
Rochlin
Silver

Simon
Spaet
Thomaa
Titone
Tobiauen
Tobin
Wallace
Weinstock
Wetherell
Young

Lewu,

Liberti
Lippman

Vote■ after mll ca11·
___ No
Yau-M. E. Hawkina
(b) In a county where the board of county commiaeionera ia to be
increased from five to eeven members, with two of the seven mem
The question recurred on the adoption of Amendment 1, which
bera to be electAol at large, the wording on the ballot ahall be 88
waaadopted.
li>llowe:
"Shall the board of county commiaaionere of ______
The Committee on Ethica & Electiona offered the following title
County, Florida, be increaeed from five to aeven members, with five amendment:
of the oeven member& to be elected to office from single-member
Amendment ll-On page 1, lines ,t-16, otrike all of said llnea and
district& by elector& residing in each of those district& only, with the
two remaining member& being electAol by all electon within the inaert: providing alternate procednree whereby the boards rL county
commlaaionera may adopt and submit to the electon for apJ>Nl"al,
county at-large.
or elector& may petition to have placed on the ballot, a propoaition
___ Yea
calling f« aingle-member 1epwtation within a five member county
commiBBion district, a five member county commiaaion district with
___ No
three single-member and two at-large commiasionere, or an i
(10) Any district adopting one of the propoeitiona aet forth herein &om a five to _,,,, member commisoion w ith five oingle-mamber
may thereafter return to the procedUl'eB otherwiae provided by law and two at-large commiBBionera; prohibiting the calling of a opecial
election; providing for a return to the existing oystem at the coun·
by following the aame procednree outlined in ouboection (3).
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ty'a opti�n; providin� for the eft'� of the act upon existing county
com.miBB1onen; proVIding an effective date.

The Committee on Community Affairs offered the following
amendment:

Rep. Silver moved the adoption of the amendment, which wae
adopted without objection.

Amendment 2-0n page 1, line 20, after nvoid." insert: Thia
aection shall not repeal existing zoning ordinance& or prevent the
adoption of future zoning ordinanceo which affect the purchase,
aale, transfer or manufacture of firearms Ot" ammunition.

Representative Reddick offered the following amendment:
Amen dment 3-0n page 3, line 8, strike all of lines 8 and 9 and
inaert: include space for the printed namea, signature, and street
addreaa of one elector and ehall include the wording;
Rep. Reddick moved the adoption of the amendment. Without
objection, further consideration of HB 453 was temporarily deferred.

RA!p. Hazouri moved the adoption of the amendment, which was
adopted.
The Committee on Community Affairs offered the following
amendment:
Amendment 3-0n page 1, line 20, aft.er void." insert: Thia
section ahall not repeal existing ordinance& which require up to a
72-hour waiting period prior to the delivery of a ftreann or prevent
the adoption of future ordinancea which require up to a 72-hour
waiting period prior to the delivery of a firearm.
11

BB 63-A bill to he entitled An act relating to election■; amend
Inc 1. 99.012 (2) and (3), Florida Statutes, ae an,ended, and adding a
new auboection (4) thereto; providing that the resignation of an
individual from public office under the resign-to-run law shall take
eft'ect no later than the day of qualifying for office; providing for
filling of vacanciea; providing that violators shall not he entitled to
have their namea printed on the ballot; amending s. 106.18 (1),
Florida Statutes, providing for omiBBion of a csndidate's name from
the ballot; adding a new subaection (2) to s. 106.25, Flonda Stat
ute■, empowering the Florida Electiono Commisaion to investigate
violations of the resign-to-run law; amending s. 106.26 (12), Florida
Statu� providing duties of the commiBBion with respect. t.o en
(orcement of the resign-to-run law; providing an effective date.
-wllB read the eecond time by title.
Representative Sansom offered the following amendment:
Amendment 1-0n page 5, line 26, insert: Section 5. Section
100.061, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
100.061 First primary election.-In each year in which a gen
enJ election ia held, a (ll'St primary election for nomination of
candidate& of political parliea shall he held on the Tuesday 9 weeka
prior to the general election. Each candidate receiving a majority of
the vol.ea caat in each contest in the first primary election shall he
declared nominated for ouch office. A second primary election shall
be held aa provided by s. 100.091 in every contest in which a
candidate doea not receive a majority. However, in t/u, event that for
� the /int or second primary electum there are only two cand►
doln for a particular state or local office and no ot/u,r person ha8
qualified aa a co.ndidau for t/u, office, the names of the two candt
doln shall not be placed on t/u, primary election ballot for nomino
tion but shall ,,..tead In placed on the general election ballot for
tl«ti.on and every qualified elecwr shall be eligible w vote ,n t/u,
�ltttion for thal offi,ce. (and renumber subsequent section)
Rep. Sansom moved the adoption of the amendment. On motion
by Rq. Hollingoworth, Amendment 1 was laid on the table. Under
Rule 8.19, the bill was referred to the EngroBBmg Clerk.
RB 64-A bill to he entitled An act relating to fireanna and
amm?'"tion; creating s. 790.33, Florida Statutes; declaring pre
en,pt,on by the Legislature of the field of legislation concerning the
,PUJ'Chue, sale, transfer, manufacture, ownership, possession and
traltsportation of ru-ea.rma and ammunition; providing an effective
da te.
-•u read the second time by title.
'l'he Com mittee on Community Affairs offered the following
amen dm ent:
Amencbnent 1-0n page 1, line 14, strike "The" and insert:
Except u expreBBly provided by general law, the

.1:!.i�url moved the adopt:on of the amendment, which was

Rep. Hazouri moved the adoption of the amendment.
Repreaentative Har.ouri offered the following amendment to the
amendment:
Amendment 1 to Amendment 3--0n page 1, line& 4 and 6,
strike firearm" and insert "handgun"
0

Rep. Hazouri moved the adoption ol' the an>endment to the amend
ment, which was adopted.
Repreaentativea PreBB and Spaet offered the following substitute
amendment:
Subatltute Amendment 3-0n page 1, line 20, insert: This aec
tion shall not repeal existing ordinances which require up to a
10-day waiting period prior to the delivery of a rirearm or prevent
the adoption of future ordinance& which require up to a 10-day
waiting period prior to the delivery of a firearm.
Rep. Preas moved the adoption of the substitute amendment.
On motion by Rep. Dunbar, the substitute amendment was laid on
the table. The question recurred on the adoption of Amendment 3,
as amended, which was adopted.
Representative AbrllDll offered the following amendment:
Amendment 4-lnaert: Section 1. Section 960.26, Florida Stat
utes, ia created to read:
960.26 Excise t.u on sale of handguno.(1) "Handgun" ia defined as a piatol, revolver, or any gun de
aigned to be (u-ed. using only one hand.
(2)(a) It is hereby declared the legislative intent that every
pereon is exercising a taiable privilege who engage& in the busi•
neea of selling handguns in this state. For the exercise of said
privilege, a tu is levied on each taxable transaction and shall he
due and payable at a rate of 10 percent of the sale• price on each
bllndgun oold at retail in this state. The tax shall be computed on
each taxable sale for the purpose of remitting the amount of tax due
the state and shall apply to every retail aale.

(b) The tax 80 levied shall be in addition to all other t.uea and
the proceeds thereof shall he depoeited in the Crimea Compenaetion
Trust Fund created in •· 960.21. Every dealer aelhng handguno
shall at the time of making such sale collect from the purchaeer the
tax imposed by this act.
(cl The Deparlment of Revenue shall promulgate rules for the
collection and administration of such tax and shall collect such tax
on a monthly basis. (and renumber subsequent eections).
Rep. Friedman moved the adoption of the amendment. On motion
by Rep. Shackelford, Amendment 4 was laid on the table.

JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

854
Logan
Mackenzie
Martine,
Met.calf
Mitchell
Murphy
Ogden
Pajcic

Patchett
Peeplea
Preaa
Reaves
Reddick
Reynolds
Robinson
Rochlin

Shackelford
Silver
Simon
Simone
Spaet
Stewart
Thomas
Thompson

Titone
Tobiassen
Tobin
Upchurch
Wallace
Weinstock
Wetherell
Young

Nays-36
Brantley
Bronson
Bun-all
Caaae
Combee
Cortina
Crotty
DaMOn
Drage

Dudley
Dunbar
Easley
Evans.-Jonee
Gallagher
Grant
Grindle
Hanson

Hawkins, M. E.
Hill
Jones, D. L.
Kelly
Lehtinen
McEwan
Meaaersmith
Ready
Ros

Sample
Sanderson
SaMOm
Selph
Smith
Watt
Webster
Williams
woodruff

Harris

Representative Woodrulf offered the following amendment:
Amendment 2-On page 5, line 10, after the period, insert: Sec
tion 5. Any funding provided for the purposes of this act shall be
federal funding only and it ia the specific intent of the Legislature
that no local or state funds shall be used for any of the purpoees of
this act. (and renumber the subsequent section)
Rep. Woodruff' moved the adoption of the amendment. On motion
by Rep. Shackelford, the amendment was laid on the table.

each in five county commiaaion districts. together coveri ng the"
entire county and as nearly equal in population as practicable, eac1,
of whom shall be nominated and elected only by the qualified
electors who reside in the aame county commission district and two
of the seven commissioners being nominated and elected at-large.
(2) All commiBBioners shall be elected for 4-year terms which
shall be staggered BO that, alternstely, one more or one less Iha,,
half of the commiBBioners elected from residence areas, and if apP\i.
cable, one of the commiBBioners elected at large from the entire
county, are elected every 2 years, provided that any commiBBioner
may be elected to an initial term ofleaa than 4 years if necetl88!y to
achieve or maintain such system of Btaggered terms.
A proposition calling for Bingle-member representation withh,
districts of the county ahall be submitted to
the electors of the county at any primary, general, or otb..-..;..,
called spectal election, in either of the following manners:
(3)

the county commisaion

(a) The board of county <ommiasioners may adopt a formal ,,__
lution directing an election to be held to place the propoeition on
the ballot; or
(b) The electors of the county may petition to have the proposi.
tion placed on the ballot by presenting to the board of county
commissioners petitions signed by not less than 10 percent of tbe
duly qualified electors of the county. The number of signature,,
required shall be detennined by the supervisor of elections acconl
ing to the number of regilltered electors in the county as of the date
the petitioning electors regillter as a political committee PUl"SWUlt
to subsection (3).

Repreeentative Sample offered the following amendment:
(4) The electors petitioning to have the proposition placed on tbe
Amendment 3-0n page 4, lines 17 and 18, strike all of said ballot ehall regillter as a political committee pursuant to •· 106.03
lines and insert: (b) As a body, a majority of which muat be present, and a specific person shall be designated therein as chairman of the
Rep. Sample moved the adoption of the amendment. On motion committee to act for the <ommittee.
by Rep. Carpenter, the amendment was laid on the table. Under
(5) Each petition form circulated for single.member county
Rule 8.19, the bill was referred to the Engroesing Clerk.
commiasioner repreeentation within the county shall include space
BB 453-A bill to be entitled An act relating to the board of for the printed name, aignature and address of the elector and shall
county <ommiaaioners; creating s. 124.011, F.S., providing alter include the wording:
nate procedures whereby, in counties having five commission dis-
tricts, the boards of county commiBBioners may adopt and submit to
(a) "As a registered elector of ______ County, Florithe electors for approval, or electors may petition to have placed on da, I am petitioning for a referendum election to determine whether
the ballot, a proposition calling for Bingle-member representation the five county commiSBioners of said county shall be elected from
within the county commiaaion districts; prohibiting the calling of a Bingle-member diatricts by electors residing in each of thooe dia
11peeial election; providing for a return to the eitillting sylltem at the tricta only."; or
county's option; providing for the effect of the act upon exillting
(bl "As a registered elector of ______ County, Florida,
county commiasioners; providing an eff'ective date.
-was taken up, having been read the second time and amended I am petitioning for a referendum election to determine whether
the board of county commiasioners shall be increased from five to
on May 22, now pending on motion by Rep. Reddick to adopt Amend seven
members with five of tbe county commi11ioners of said county
ment 3. Without objection, the amendment was withdrawn.
being elected from aingle-member dilltricts by electers residing in
REP. MARTINEZ IN THE CHAIR
each of thoee districts only, and the remaining two being elected
Representatives Pajcic, Reddick, and Silver oft'l!red the following at-large."
amendment:
(6) Upon the filing of the petitions with the board of county
Amendment 4--0n page 1, line 20, .trike everything aft.er the commissioners hy the
chairman of the committee, the board al.
enacting claUJ!le and insert: Section 1. Section 124.011, Florida Stat county commiasioners shall submit the petitions to tha su�
utos, iB crested to read:
of electiona for aignature verification. Within a period of not DlOJ'e
124.011 Alternate procedures for the election of county com than 80 daya, the supervisor of elections sball determine whether
the petitions contain the required number of valid signatures. The
missioners to provide for single-member repreaentation.supervisor of elections shall be paid by the committee aeeking -1(1) County commissioners shall be nominated and elected to
fication the sum of 10 cents for each name checked.
office in accordance with the provisions of•· 124.01, or as otherwise
provided by law, unleaa a propoaition calling for single-member
(7) If it is determined that the petitions have the required sig
representation within the county commiuion districts is eubmitted
to and approved by a majority of the qualified ele<tor• voting on natures, the supervisor of elections shall certify the petitions to tha
IUCh proposition in the manner provided in this section. Said propo board of county commiuioners, which shall adopt a resolution re
questing that an election date be set to conform to the earliest
■ition shall provide that:
primary, general, or otherwise called special election that �
(al Five <ommissioners shall reside one each in five county com not less than 30 days after certification of the petitions. tr 1t ia
mission dilltricts, together covering the entire county and as nearly determined that the petitions do not contain the required eign&·
equal in population as practicable, and each ohall be nominated tures, the supervisor of elections shall 10 notify tha board of county
and elected only by the qualified electors who reside in the same commissioners, which shall file the petitions without taking fur·
county comm.iaion district; or
ther action and the matter shall be at an end. No additional namM
(b) The board of county commissioners shall be increased from ■hall be added to the petitions and the petitions aha1l not be used in
five to seven members with five of the seven members reaiding one any other pm«:Nding.

(8) No special election shall be called for the sole purpose of
presenting the proposition to the vote of the electors.

(9)(a) In a county where the board of county commiasioners ia
eoUJ.poeed of five members, each to be elected from smgle.member
diatricta. the wording of the proposition on the ballot shall be u
follows:

"Shall the five memben of the board of county commissionen of
______ County, Florida, be elected to office from singlemember districta by electors reeiding in each of th°"" districta
only?"
_Yee
_No

(b) In a county where the board of county commiasionen ia to be
h,c:reaMd from five to seven memben, with two of the seven mem
berl to be elected at large, the wording on the ballot shall be u
l'ollowo:
"Shall the board of county commisoionen of ______
County, Florida, be increased from five to seven members, with five
,I the oeven memben t.o be elected to office from single-member
dlotrkta by electors residing in each of� districts only, with the
two remaining members being elected by all electon within the
eounty at-large:
_Yee
_No
(10) Any county adopting one IX the propositions oet forth herein
may thffeafter return t.o the procedure,, otherwise provided by law
by following the same proceduree outlined in subsection (3).
(U) No county commisoioner elected prir
o t.o or at the election
which approvee any revision u permitted herein shall be affected
In hla or her term of office. The resolution adopted by the board IX
c:ounty comm.isaionen under paragraph (3) (a) or BU1-tion (7) which
-nta the propooed revision to the electorste for approval shall
,pecily an orderly method and procedure for implementing the
revision contemplated therein.
Section 2. This act shall take etl'ect January 7, 1985, if Houoe
Joint lleeolution No. 452 la approved by the electors at the general
election to be held in November 1984.
�- Pajcic moved the adoption of the amendment. Rep. R. M.
Johnson raised a point of order that another amendment striking
ovo,ything after the enacting clauoe could not be offered. The Chair
ruled the point not well taken and the amendment in order. The
question recurred on the adoption of Amendment 4, which wu
adopted. The vote wu:

Abram.

::!"
"
a,..,..,,c.

llnnm, T.C.
Carpenter

Cluk

Crady
Dantzler

Davia
Deutsch

Friedman

Oanlner
Gonion

Nayo-.38

8-u.,.

�

Danson
Drage
Dudley
Eaaley
Evans-Jones
Gallagher
Grant
Grindle

Hanson
Harm
Hawkins, M. E.
Hill
Hollingsworth
Johnson, R. M.
Jonee, C. F.
Jones, O. L.

Kelly
McEwan
Mitchell
Patchett
Roe
Sample
Sanderson
Selph

Simone
Smith
Watt
Webster
Williama
Woodruft'

Representatives Pajcic, Reddick, and Silver oft'ered the following
title amendment:
Amendment I-On page 1, lines 8 and 9, lltrilre "a five member
county commiaoion district with three single member and two at
large eommiuionen,''
Rep. Pajcic moved the adoption of the amendment, w hich waa
adopted without objection. Under Rule 8.19, the bill waa referred to
the Engroasing Clerk.
HB 165 wu taken up. On motion by Rep. Patchett, SB 818, a
similar or companion measure, wu 8Ubotituted for HB 165. Under
the rule, the Houoe bill was laid on the table andSB 818-A bill to be entitled An act relating to unemployment
compensation; amending s. 443.036, F.S., modifying the definition
of employment aa it appliee to agricultural service to conform state
law to federal law postponing coverage of alien agricultural work
en; providing for retroactive application; providing an effective
date.
-wu read the second time by title.
�ntative Pat.chett oft'ered the following amendment:
Amendment 1...0,, page 1, line 12, lltrllre everything after the
enacting clauae and iDIJ8rt:
Section 1. Paragraphs (e) and (n) of BU�on (17) of section
443.036, Florida Statutes, are amended to reod!
443.036 Oetinitiono.-Aa used in this chapter, unleeo the con
text clearly requires otherwise:
(17) EMPLOYMENT.-"Employment," subject to the other provi
sions of thia chapter, means any service performed by an employee
for the person employing him.
(e) Agricultural service.-The term "employment" includes-
vice performed aft.er December 31, 1977, by an individual in agri
cultural labor, ao defined in subsection (1), when:
1. Such service is performed for a penon who:

Y.....a1
Armatrong
Arnold

8M
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Gustafson
Hargrett
Hawkins, L. R.
Hazouri
Healey
Hodges
Jamerson
Johnson, B. L.
Johnson, R. C.
Kutun
Lawson
Lehtinen

Lewis

Liberti
Lippman
Logan
Burrall
Carll.on

Mackenzie
Martin
Metcalf
Mills
Morgan
Murphy
Ogden
Pajcic
Peeples
Preas
Ready
Reaves
Reddick
Reynolds
Robinson
Rochlin

c-

,Combee

Shackelford
Silver
Spaet
Stewart
Thomas
Thompson
Titone
Tobiassen

Tobin

Wallace
Weinat.ock
Wetherell
Young

Cortina
Crotty

a. During any c alendar quarter in either the current or the
preceding calendar year paid remuneration in cuh of $20,000 or
more to individualo employed in agricultural labor.
b. For some portion of a day in each of 20 different calendar
weeb, whether or not mch weeks were consecutive, in either the
current or the preceding calendar year, employed in agricultural
labor 10 or more individuals, regardleaa or whether they were em
ployed at the aame moment of time.
2. Such oervica is performed in agricultural labor if performed
after December 31, 1986 'M!88, b y an individual who is an alien
admitted to the United States t.o perform service in agricultural
labor pursuant to BO, 214 (c) and 101 (a) (15) (HJ of the Immigration
and Nationality Act. Service performed in agricultural labor by an
alien individual ao deocribed in this subparegraph shall not be
considered employment if such oervice ia performed prior to Janu
ary 1, I 9B6 MIS+.
3. Such service is perform� by any individual who ia a member
of a crew furnished by a crew leader to perform service in agricul
tural labor for any other person.

TITLE XI
COUNTY ORGANIZATION AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
CHAPTER 124
COMMISSIONERS' DISTRICTS
124 01

D1v1s1on of counties into d1stncts, county com-

124 011

Alternate procedure for the election of county
comm1ss,oners to provide for sin
gle-member representation
Notice of change of boundaries of district to
be given by publication
Description of district boundaries to be furnished Department of State

124 02
124 03

m1ss1oners

124.01 Division of counties into districts; county
commissioners.( 1) There shall be five county commIss1oners' d1s
tncts m each county, which shall be numbered one to
five, 1nclus1ve, and shall be as nearly equal m proportion
to population as possible
(2) There shall be one county commIssIoner for each
of such county comm1ss1oners' districts, who shall be
elected by the qualified electors of the county, as provid
ed by s 1(e), Art VIII of the State Const1tut1on
(3) The board of county commIssIoners shall from
time to time, fix the boundaries of the above districts so
as to keep them as nearly equal In proportion to popula
tion as possible, provided, that changes made 1n the
boundaries of county comm1ss1oner d1stncts pursuant to
this section shall be made only In odd-numbered years
(4) County comm1ss1oners' d1stncts now ex1stmg
shall remain as now constituted until changed by the
board of county comm1ss1oners, as provided by the con
st1tut1on and 1n this chapter
(5) This section shall not apply to Dade County
Hlatory-ss 1, 2 ch 3723, 1887 RS 573 GS 765 RGS 1469 CGL 2147 s 1
ch 24108 1947, s 1 ch 59-459 s 8, ch 69-216

124.011 Alternate procedure for the election of
county commIss1oners to provide for single-member
representat,on.(1) County commIssIoners shall be nominated and
elected to office m accordance with the prov1stons of s
124 01, or as otherwise provided by law, unless a propo
sition calhng for single-member representation w1thm
the county commIssIon districts Is submitted to and ap
proved by a ma1onty of the qualified electors voting on
such propos1t1on in the manner provided 1n this section
Such propos1tIon shall provide that
(a) Five county comm1ss1oners shall reside one m
each of five county comm1ss1on d1stncts, the districts to
gether covering the entire county and as nearly equal In
population as practicable, and each commIssIoner shall
be nominated and elected only by the qualified electors

who reside 1n the same county comm1ss1on d1stnct a9
the comm1ss1oner, or
(b) The board of county commIssIoners shall be in
creased from five comm1ss,oners to seven comm1ss1on
ers, with five of the seven comm1ss1oners residing one
1n each of five county comm1ss1on d1stncts, the d1stncls
together covering the entire county and as nearly equal
1n population as practicable, and each comm1ss1oner �
Ing nominated and elected only by the qualified elector•
who reside 1n the same county commission district as
the comm1ss1oner, and with two of the seven comm,,
s1oners being nominated and elected at large
(2) All commIssIoners shall be elected for 4-yea,
terms which shall be staggered so that. alternately, OM
more or one less than half of the comm1ss1oners elected
from residence areas and, 1f applicable, one of the com
m1ss1oners elected at large from the entire county are
elected every 2 years, except that any comm1ss1or'l@'f
may be elected to an ,nihal term of less than 4 years ff
necessary to achieve or ma1nta1n such system of stag
gered terms
(3) A proposItIon calling for single-member repr"
sentat1on w1th1n the county comm1ss1on d1stncts of lht
county shall be submitted to the electors of the county
at any primary, general, or otherw1se-called special:
election, m either manner following
(a) The board of county commIssIoners may adOll'
a formal resolution directing an election to be held to
place the proposItIon on the ballot
(b) The electors of the county may pet1t1on to ha_.
the proposItIon placed on the ballot by presenting to,,_.
board of county comm1ss1oners petitions signed by nc,,
less than 10 percent of the duly qualified electors of tt,t
county The number of signatures required shall be ct,.
term1ned by the supervisor of elections according to'"'
number of registered electors In the county as of ,,_.
date the petItIoning electors register as a pol1t1cal CO"'
m1ttee pursuant to subsection (4)
(4) The electors pet1tIomng to have the propos,td
placed on the ballot shall register as a political com""
tee pursuant to s 106 03, and a spec1f1c person shall hf
designated therein as chairman of the committee to r1
for the committee
(5) Each petItIon form circulated for s1ngle-me...i.
county comm1ss1oner representation w1th1n the c01.,.....
shall include space for the printed name. signature ....,
address of the elector and shall include the word,nQ .
forth in paragraph (a) or paragraph (b)
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(a) "As a registered elector of __ County, Florida.
I am pehtIornng for a referendum election to determme
whether the five county commIssIoners of said county
shall be elected from single-member d1stncts by elec·
tors res1dIng ,n each of those districts only "
(b) "As a registered elector of __ County. Florida.
I am petitioning for a referendum election to determine
whether the board of county commIssIoners shall be in·
creased from five to seven members, with five of the
county commIssIoners of said county being elected from
smgle-member d1stncts by electors res1d1ng 1n each of
those districts only. and the remaining two being elect·
ed at large "
(6) Upon the filing of the petItIons with the board of
county comm1ss1oners by the chairman of the comm1t
tee, the board of county commIssIoners shall submit the
pet1t1ons to the supervisor of elections for vent1cat1on of
the signatures W1th1n a penod of not more than 60 days,
the supervisor of elections shall determme whether the
petlttons contain the requtred number of valid signa
tures The supervisor of elections shall be paid by the
comm,ttee seeking verif1cat1on the sum of 10 cents for
each name checked
(7) If II Is determined that the pelll,ons have the re
quired signatures, the supervisor of elections shall cert1ty the petItIons to the board of county comm,ss,oners ,
which shall adopt a resolution requesting that an elec
IIon dale be set to conform to the earliest pnmary , gen
eral, or otherwise-called special election that occurs not
less than 30 days after cert1f1cat1on of the pet1l1ons If 11
,s determined that the petIt1ons do not contain the re
quired signatures, the supervisor of e!ectIons shall so
not,ly the board of county commIssIoners, which shall
hie the pet1t1ons without taking further action, and the
matter shall be at an end No add1t1onal names may be
added to the petitions, and the petitions may not be
used m any other proceeding
(8) No special election may be called for the sole
purpose of presenting the proposItIon to the vote of the
electors
(9)(a) In a county In which the board of county com
tn1ss1oners 1s composed of five members, each to be
...cted from single-member d1stncts, the wording of
lt>e proposItIon on the ballot shall be as follows
Shall the five members of the board of county com
,,,..s,oners of __ County. Florida, be elected to office
•om single-member d1stncts by electors res1d1ng m
MCh of those d1stncts only?
Yes
No
(b) In a county m which the board of county commts
..,:,oers is to be increased from five to seven members,
_,h two of the seven members to be elected at large.
,-., wording on the ballot shall be as follows

Ch. 124

Shall t h e board o f county comm,ss,oners of __
County, Flonda, be increased from five to seven mem
bers, with five of the seven members to be elected to
office from single-member d1stncts by electors res1d1ng
in each of those d,stncts only , and with the two remaIn
I ng members being elected by all electors w1th1n the
county at large?
Yes
No
(10) Any county adopting one of the proposItIons set
forth ,n this section may thereafter return to the proce
dures otherwise provided by law by following the same
procedure outlined m subsection (3)
(1 1 ) No county commIssIoner elected prior lo or at the
election which approves any rev1s1on as permitted in this
section shall be affected in his term of office The resolu·
t,on adopted by the board of county commIssIoners un·
der paragraph (3)(a) or subsection (7) which presents
the proposed revIsIon to the electorate for approval shall
specify an orderly method and procedure for implement
mg t he revIsIon contemplated In the resol ution
Hlatory -s 1, ch 84-224, s 16, ch 85-80

124.02 Notice of change of boundaries of district to
be given by pubhcation.-

( 1 ) Whenever t he boundaries of ex1stIng county
commissioners' districts are, from time to time, changed
by the board of county cornmIssIoners, It shall cause an
accurate descripllon of the boundaries of such d1stncts.
as changed, to be entered upon its mmutes and a certI
f1ed copy thereof to be published once each week for 4
consecutwe weeks (four pubhcat1ons bemg suft1cIent) In
a newspaper published ,n said county
(2) If there be no newspaper published In such coun
ty, then three copies of said minutes shall be posted for
4 consecutive weeks m three different and conspicuous
places In such county, one of which shall be at the front
door of the courthouse
(3) Proof of such publ1cat1on or posting shall be en
tered on the minutes of the board The publIcahon or
posting of such copy shall be for 1nformat1on only and
shall not be 1unsd1ct1onal
Hiatory -s 5, ch 3723, 1887 RS 575 GS 766, RGS 1470, CGL 2 148, s 1. ch
24108, 1947

124.03 Oescript,on of district boundaries to be fur
nished Department of State.-Whenever the bounda

nes of existing county comm1ss1oners' dIstncts are, from
time to time, changed by the board, 11 shall cause ,ts
clerk to forthwith furnish the Department of State with
a certified copy of rts minutes, reflectmg the descnpt1on
of the boundaries of the district, as changed. which shall
record a descnpt,on of such boundanes rn its office In
a book kept for that pu, pose
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LAWS OF FLORIDA

CHAPTER 84-224

Approved by the Governor June 18, 1984.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 18, 1984.

CHAP'l'ER 84-225

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 1B, 1984.
CHAPTER 84-226

House Bill No. 938
act relating to agriculture; providing for mapping and
monitoring of agricultural lands: providing duties of the
Department of Community Affairs: providing an effective
date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. It is the intent of the Legislature that current and
continuously updated information on this state's agricultural land
base be available to all governmental bodies in the state, so that it
may be established vhether there 1s occurring a net decline in the
amount of available agricultural land.
Section 2. The Department of Community Affairs shall develop I
program for mapping and monitoring the agricultural lands of the
state.
The department may contract v1th other agencies for the
providing of necessary mapping and information services, and shall
have the paver to adopt rules necessary to carry out the purposes of
this act.
section 3. In compiling the information specified in this act,
the department shall utilize to the fullest extent practicable the
topographical data available through the LANDSAT satellite program of
the Department of Transportation, soils data developed through the
county soil survey and land evaluation and site assessment (LESA)
programs of the Soil Conservation Service, the agricultural land use
statistics required to be furnished annually to the Departmen� of
Revenue by the various county property appraisers, data compiled
through the federal census of agriculture, crop and other data
collected and maintained by the Department of Agriculture and
Conswner services and the United States Department of Agriculture,
and relevant data developed or maintained by the Institute of Food
and
Agricultural
Sciences and other components of the State
university System. Each of these agencies of state government and
all other state agencies, as vell as local and regional governmental
agencies, shall cooperate vith the department in establishing the
mapping and monitoring program provided for in this act.
section 4. The department shall encourage all state, regional,
and local agencies and units of government to utilize the information
compiled pursuant to this act, as ve!l a� tha� of the individu�l
agencies from which the department's compilation v1ll be drawn, 1n
planning and other activities in order to minimize the impact of
governmental decisions and actions on the continued
use
�nd
availability of land for agriculture. The department shall provi�e
technical assistance to any such agency or unit of government in
utiliz1ng the information developed pursuant to this act.
section 5.

This act shall take effect upon becoming a lav.
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CHAPTER B4-i25

Approved by the Governor June 1B, 1984.

CHAPTER 84-225
An

LAWS OF FLORID>..

Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 988
An

act relating to health and rehabilitative services;
providing for issuance of 1nJunction pending disposition
of petition for detention or dependency; providing for
reasonable cause; providing
for
notice;
providing
purpose; prov1d1ng conditions; providing for dissolution
or modification; providing for delivery; providing a
penalty: providing for emergency inJunction: amending s.
39.407, F.S., prov1d1ng for psychological or psychiatric
evaluation of parents or guardians or other person
requesting custody in certain cases; amending s. 230.23,
F.S., relating to povers and duties of the school board,
to post in each school a notice informing all employees
or
agents
of the district school board of their
responsibility to report actual and suspected child abuse
cases and comply vith child protection investigations
amending s. 395.005, F.S., relating to regulation of
hospitals, to provide for the reporting by general and
appropriate specialty hospitals and county public health
units of child abuse or neglect and the designation, by
same, of a staff physician as a liaison in child abuse or
neglect cases; providing a penalty; amending s. 415.104,
F.S., modifying notice requirements in cases of abuse,
neglect, or exploitation of aged or disabled persons;
amending s. 415.503, F.S., defining "child protection
team,R Rguardian ad l1tem,R and "sexual abuse of a
child, R
and
modifying
definitions
of
Rharm, R
Rinstitutional child abuse or neglect,R and Rother person
responsible for a child's velfare"; amending s. 415.504,
F.S., relating to expungement of certain abuse or neglect
records; amending s. 415.505, F.S., relating to child
protective investigations and institutional child abuse
or neglect investigations; modifying reporting and notice
procedures:
requiring state attorney to report his
findings: providing for notification of hwnan rights
advocacy
cornnuttees;
creating
s.
415.5055, F,S.,
expanding provisions relative to the development of child
protection teams; specifying services vhich such teams
shall be capable of providing; specifying cases eligible
for
referral
thereto;
providing for avoidance of
duplication: amending s. 415.508, F.S., relating to
appointment of guardian ad litem for an abused or
neglected child, to clarify; amending s. 415.51, F.S.,
relating to access to child abuse or neglect records;
providing for search of the abuse registry in certain
cases; providing for notice to reporters of abuse or
neglect; providing for a reviev of child protection teams
by the department: providing for a report; am.ending s.
20.19, F.S., revising the boundaries of certain service
districts; providing a definition; creating the Florida
Developmental Disabilities Planning Council� providing
for duties of the council; providing for assignment of
989
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(2) Alf commissioners shall be elected for 4-year tenns vhich
shall be staggered so that, alternately, one more or one less than
half of the commissioners elected from residence areas, and if
applicable, one of the commissioners elected at large from the entire
county, are elected every 2 years, provided that any commissioner aay
be elected to an initial term of less than 4 years if necessary to
achieve or maintain such system of staggered terms.

(3) A proposition calling for single-member representation within
the county commission districts of the county shall be submitted to
the electors of the county at any primary, general, or otherwise
called special election, in either of the follov1ng manners:

(a) The board of county commissioners may adopt a formal
resolution directing an election to be held to place the proposition
on the ballot: or

(b) The
electors of the county may petition to have the
proposition placed on the ballot by presenting to the board of county
comm1ss1oners petitions signed by not less than 10 percent of the
duly qualified electors of the county.
The number of signatures
requ1red shall be determ1ned by the supervisor of elections according
to the number of registered electors in the county as of the date the
pet1tion1ng electors register as a political committee pursuant to
subsection (3).
(I) The electors petitioning to have the proposition placed on
the ballot shall register as a political committee pursuant to ••
106.03 and a specific person shall be designated therein as chairman
of the committee to act for the committee.

(5) Each
petition form circulated for single-member county
commissioner representation within the county shall include space for
the printed name, signature and address of the elector and shall
include the wording:

•As a registered elector of --.,.-.,--:-:--,-C"C":-= County, Florida,
(a)
I am petitioning for a referendum election
to determine whether the
five county commissioners of said county shall be elected fr0111
single-member districts by electors residing in each of those
districts only.•: or
(b) •As a registered elector of
Florida, I am petitioning for a referendum
whether the board of county commissioners
five to seven members with five of the county
county
being elected from single-member
residing 1n each of those districts only, and
elected at-large.•

County,
elect 10n to determine
shall be increased from
commissioners of said
districts by electors
the remaining two being

(6) Upon the filing of the petitions with the board of county
commissioners by the chairman of the committee, the board of county
commissioners shall submit the petitions to the supervisor of
elections for signature verification. Within a period of not more
than 60 days, the supervisor of elections shall determine whether the
petitions contain the required number of valid signatures.
The
supervisor of elections shall be paid by the committee seeking
verification the sum of 10 cents for each name checked.

!R 84-224
to the board of county
requesting that an elec
primary, general, or
not less than 30 days a
determined that the pet
the supervisor of elect
commissioners, which s
action and the matter s
be added to the petiti
other proceeding.
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comm1ssioners, which shall adopt a resolution
ion date be set to conform to the earliest
otherwise called special election that occurs
ter certif1cat1on of the pet1t1ons. If it is
tions do not contain the required signatures,
ons shall so notify the board of county
all file the petitions without taking further
all be at an end. No additional names shall
ns and the petitions shall not be used in any

(8) No special el ction shall be called for the sole purpose of
presenting the proposit on to the vote of the electors.

(9)(a) In a count
where the board of county commissioners is
composed of five member , each to be elected from single-member
districts, the wordin of the proposition on the ballot shall be as
follows:

•shall the five m mbers of the board of county commissioners of
=��--.
County, Flor da, be elected to office from single-member
districts by electors r siding in each of those districts only?
M

Yes
No

(b) In a county wh re the board of county commissioners is to be
increased from five to even members, vith two of the seven members
to be elected at la ge, the wording on the ballot shall be as
follows:

•shall the board
Florida, be increased f
seven members to be ele
electors residing in ea
remaining members bein
large:

f county commissioners of ��-�--County,
om five to seven members, vith five of the
ted to office from single-member districts by
h of those districts only, with the two
elected by all electors within the county at

Yes
No
(10) Any county ado ting one of the propositions set forth herein
may thereafter return t the procedures otherwise provided by law by
following the same proct•dures outlined in subsection (3).

(11) No county conun1ss1oner elected prior to or at the election
which approves any revision as permitted herein shall be affected in
his or her term of oJfice. The resolution adopted by the board of
county commissioners under paragraph (3){a) or subsection (7) which
presents the proposed revision to the electorate for approval shall
specify an orderly method and procedure for implementing the revision
contemplated therein.

Section 2. This act shall take effect January 7, 1985. if House
Joint Resolution No. 452 is approved by the electors at the general
election to be held in November 1984.

(7) If it is determined that the petitions have the required
signatures, the supervisor of elections shall certify the petitions
9B6
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plant or facility, provided that such plant or facility 1s man�.ed It
all times by personnel qualified to provide such information.
(5) The person responsible for the adm1n1stration and directlOft
of a fire department in a county, municipality, or political
subdivision, including a fire chief or fire administrator or thlt
person's des1gnee, shall ma1nta1n for at least. 4
year•
tht
information provided by the employer as required in
subsection (11
and shall provide copies of such information only to the follovl�
agencies located within the geographic Jurisdiction of such fir,
departmen t:
{a)

Fire suppression and fire inspection divisions;

{b) Emergency medical
401, Florida Statutes; and
{c)

service

Section 17. Section
l, 1994 and shall be
Statutes.

section 11. Recordkeeping.--An employer subJect to the provl■loftl
of this act shall be required to ma1nta1n as records for a period of
30 years only the MSDS's required by section 6.
Section 12. Reports.--The
secretary
shall submit an 1nnu1l
evaluation report on the program outlined 1n this act to the Governor
and to the members of the Legislature. The report shall include I
statement of the scope, status, and quality of the program, and tM
costs associated with the program.
Penalties.--

(1) Any employer who fails to comply with the provisions of thll
act sh�ll be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 per
violation in addition to any other damages for which an employer MJ
be liable pursuant to any other provision of law, This civil penaltf
shall be assessed by the secretary in accordance with the provi■loftl
jf chapter 120 Florida Statutes. The department may bring an action
in the circuit court in the county where the employer's workplace 11
situated against any person or persons alleged to have violated tM
provisions of this act. In any such action, the circuit court ■hill
have the jurisdiction to restrain v1olat1ons of this act.
AA
employer shall not be considered to be in violation of this act ln
instances where inJury or death occurs as the result of contact wlt,
or exposure to a substance which a reasonably prudent adult would or
should recognize to be hazardous as a matter of common knowledge.
Section 14, Local
standards
prohib1ted.--Units
of
local
government, as defined in chapter 165, Florida Statutes, are strictlf
prohibited from enacting or promulgating any rules, standard,, or
ordinances relating to toxic substances in the workplace.
Section 15. There is hereby appropriated from the General Revenue
Fund to the Department of Labor and Employment Security an 8!110Uftt
sufficient to carry out the purposes of this act.
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5 of this act 1s repealed effective October
rev1e..,.ed pursuant to s. 11,611, Flor1da

Section 18. This act shall take effect January 1, 1985, except
that this section and section 5 of this act shall take effect upon
becoming a law.
Approved by the Governor June 18, 1984.

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 18, 1984.

providers licensed under chapter

Upon request, law enforcement agencies.

Section 13.
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CHAPTER 84-224
House 8111 No. 453
An

act relating to the board of county commissioners;
creating s. 124,011, F.S., providing alternate procedures
whereby the boards of county comrn1ss1oners may adopt and
submit to the electors for approval, or electors may
petition to have placed on the ballot, a proposition
calling for single-member representation within a five
member county comm1ssion district, or an increase from a
five to seven member commission with five single-member
and two at-large commiss1oners; prohibiting the calling
of a special election; providing for a return to the
existing system at the county's option; providing for the
effect of the act upon existing county commissioners;
providing an effective date,

le It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1.

Section 124.011, Florida Statutes, 1s created to read:

124,011 Alternate
procedures
for
the
election of
comrrnssioners to provide for single-member representation.--

county

(1) County commissioners shall be nominated and elected to office
ln accordance with the provisions of s. 124.01, or as otherwise
provided by law, unless a proposit1on calling for single-member
representation within the county commission districts 1s submitted to
end approved by a maJor1ty of the qualified electors voting on such
proposition 1n the manner provided in this section. Said proposition
1hall provide that:
(a) Five commissioners shall reside one each in five county
commission districts, together covering the entire county and as
nearly equal 1n population as practicable, and each shall be
nominated and elected only by the qualified electors who reside 1n
the same county commission d1str1ct; or

Section 16. Any federal statute, or rule or regulation adopted
pursuant to such statute, which statute, rule, or regulation is equal
or more stringent than the comparable provisions of this act ■hall
prevail over the less stringent prov1s1ons of this act.

(b) The board of county commissioners shall be increased from
five to seven members vith five of the seven members residing one
each in five county commission districts, together covering the
entire county and as nearly equal in population as practicable, each
of vhom shall be nominated and elected only by the qualified electors
who reside in the same county commission district and two of the
■even commissioners being nominated and elected at-large.
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counties having five commission districts, the
boards of county commissioners may adopt and
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17 124.01, or as otherwise provided by law, unless a proposition
28 calling for single-member representation within the county
29 i commission districts is submitted to and approved by a
31
30

majority of the qualified electors voting on such proposition

1,

CODING Word '°

l

in.....,_,.�

type are delettoru from e,ushng law, words underlined are add1t1ons •

:enc
,3/7
.11
.11

,12
.12

,13
.14

, 15
, 16

453

A BILL relating to;
(Bnef statement of subject)

-

rs;
\ board of county commissione

'

HB ..............................

DUPLICATE
freft.1e6

fEB

HOUSE ACTION

\984

List last name only unless more than one Member has
same last name. List all sponsors and co-sponsors

on the fifth copy with prime sponsors on line above
and co-�ors below. On all other copies you need
show only the prime sponsor and the words "and others. 11

···············"·························...................... ....... . ··············· ········
······•············••··•·•···•••·•·•· ····•········ ........................... ...............

SENATE ACTION
Read 1st Time ...

I j)_ J J' I
By .•.�..............................................................................................................
�:

DUPLICATE

Referred to Committees on

Referred to Committees on:

FaY. Unfav

FaY Unfav. With Amend. Com. Sub. , .. .. ... .

With Amend Com. Sub.

Fav Unfav With Amend Com Sub

Fav Unfav With Amend

Com Sub

Fav Unfav With Amend. Com Sub

Fav. Unfav With Amend

Com. Sub

Read 2nd Time

Read2nd Time

Read 3rd Time

Read 3rd T,me

and.

,nd

Clerk, House or Re pret;entat1ves

..........
. .. ····· ······ ···· ·•······•········· ·· ····················· ················· .......................... ........ ···············
. ·········································· ······

·····•···• ···

························ .......

□ lmmechately Certrl'ied t.o Senat.e
□ Commtttee Subsbtute taken up
□ Companion SB ___ subsbtuted
a Laid on Table under Rule
D Mobon to Heammder laid on Table

□ Mown W Ret;onsider pending

I .......................................... .

I ........................................... .

0 SENA TE AMENDMENTS, ACTION - See nvene dde

H-1(1980)

(Additional Co-sponsors on reverse side)

0 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ACTION - See uvene side

D Immediately Certified to Houu: .

. ....... , .. ......

Florida House of Representatwes - 1984

HB 453

By Representat1ve Reddick

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the board of county
commissioners; creating s. 124.011, F.S.,
providing alternate procedures whereby, 1n

counties having five commission districts, the
boards of county commissioners may adopt and
submit to the electors for approval, or
electors may petition to have placed on the
bal)ot, a propos1tion calling for single-member

10

representation w1thin the county commis�ion

11

districts; prohibiting the calling of a special

12

election, providing for a return to the

"

existing system at the county's option;

providing for the effect of the act upon

14

existing county commiss1oners; prov1d1ng an
effective date.

16
17

181 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1.

211 created to read:
124.01)

Section 124.011, Florida Statutes, is

Alternate procedures for the election of

23' county comm1ss1oners to provide for single-member
24, representation.-25

(1)

County commiss1oners shall be nom1nated and

26

elected to office in accordance with the pi:ovisions of s.

27

124,01, or as otherwise provided by law, unless a proposition

28 calling for single-member representation within the county

29 commission d1.str1cts is submitted to and approved by a

30 majority of the qualified electors voting on such proposition
I
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(3)

The electors petitioning to have the proposition

placed on the ballot shall register as a political committee
pursuant to s. 106.03 and a specific person shall be

1.37

1.38

designated therein as chairman of the committee to act for the
committee�
(4}

Each petition form circulated for single-member

1.41

shall include the wording:

1.4 2

county,

"As a registered elector of

!l

1.40

county commissioner representation within the county shall

include space for the signature and address of the elector and

lD

.39

Florida, I am petitioning for a referendum election to

\2 determine whether the five county commissioners of said county

l: qq
1.44

13 shall be elected from s1nqle-member districts by electors

.46

14 res1d1ng 1n each of those districts only."
(5)

15

Upon the filing of the pet1t1ons with the board of

.47

16 county commissioners by the chairman of the committee, the

.48

1T board of county commissioners shall aubmit the petitions to

18i the supervisor of elections for signature verification.

l.49

19 Within a period of not more than 30 days, the supervisor of
1

20! elections shall determine whether the petitions contain the
21

required number of valid s1gnature':l:.

The supervisor of

n, elections shall be paid by the committee seeking verification

.50
1.51
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1

2) the sum of 10 cents for each name checked,
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(6)

If it is determined that the petttions have the

required signatures� the supervisor of elections shall certify

26

the petitions to the board of county commissioners, which

28

set to conform to the earliest primary, general, or otherwise

17

shall adopt a resolution requesting that a:n election date be

29 called spec I al election that occurs not less than 30 days
30, after certification of the petitions.
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31: that the pet1.t1ons do not contain the requued s1qnatures, the
J
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No

Any diBtrt�t adop�1n9 tne propos1tton set forth

n herein may th<"reafter ri':!turn t-o the pr0ce'11.n:e5 otherwise

provtded by law by following t'le 'o'atne pror'edurf"s rm+.l1nc-i 1.n
st.1bsect1on (2).
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2J elect1on which approveo, any re•11s1on af' pAurnt'.:.Bd here1.n -ihal'
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be affected 1n hi:; or her t�rm of office.
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{2} (a) or .:;ubsect1on (6) which or:eseri.t.;:; the proposed revision
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11. 68
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Yes
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each of chose d1.str1cts only?"
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The resol11t1on

;rdopte-d by the board nf ,::aunty cornm:i.B'nonecc; under paragraph
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Section 2.

'l'h1s act shall take effect January 7, 1985,

l.!

is approved by the electors

1. f

1f House Joint Resolution No.

at the general election to be held in November 1984.

HOUSE SUMMARY
Provides alternate procedures whereby, in counties having
five commission districts, pursuant to resolut1on or
petition, a proposition may be placed before the electors
of a county calling for single-member repre�entation
within the county comrniss1on districts. Such proposition
would prov1de that each of the commissioner� would reside
1n, and be nominated and elected only by the qualified
electors who reside 1n, one of the five comm1ss1on
districts. Provides for staggering of 4-year terms.
Specifies petition procedure and form. Provides for
reversion to representation at large.

II
12
J3 I
14

Prohibits the calJing of a special election for the sole
purpose of present1n9 such a proposition before the
electors.
Provides that no county comm1�s1oner elected prior to or
at the election which approves such a propos1t1on shall
be affected in h1s or her term of office.

15

11

"I"

I

10 I
21 '

l5'

l7

"
31 I
5

